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Joy-Bringing Death 
By Julia A. Robinson 


A LITTLE child who loved him 
Was told that Phillips Brooks was dead; 
With a smile of joy the child looked up,— 
“The angels must be glad,” she said. 


When I shall come to the end of life, 
And all my work on earth is done, 

When I shall enter the heavenly gates,— 
Will the angels be glad I have come ? 


=—E-BP*LT-e RIAB 


September 19 is Temperance Sunday. Get ready 
for a memorable day in your school by securing the 
new temperance service prepared for The Sunday 
School Times by Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens. The 
program is arranged specially for the lesson-of Sep- 
tember 79, although it can be adapted to any temper- 
ance service. $1.50 for 100 copies, from The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia. 
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Unnatural Blessings 

Until we are beyond living a natural life we are 
bound to live a poverty stricken life. God is calling 
us to-day out of our natural likes and tendencies into 
that which, because it is supernatural, seems and really 
is unnatural. It is unnatural for fire to feed on water. 
But God's grace and power accomplished just that 
thing in answer to Elijah’s prayer on Mt. Carmel. It 
is unnatural for love to feed on hopelessly unlovely 
and unlovable things. But God's love does this, and 
God's love in us will enable us to do it toward others. 
Christ does blessedly unnatural things to-day when he 
transforms our naturally unlovely lives. It is not na- 
tural for the dead to live ; but God ‘giveth life to the 


dead, and calleth the things that are not, as though 
they were’’ (Rom. 4:17). Every natural and down- 
ward tendency or characteristic of our life can be done 
away with, and replaced by that which, gloriously un- 
natural to us, is of the perfect nature of God. 


a 
Kept from the Worst Sin 


One who has fully trusted God is always liable 
to doubt God. Let us state the fact in its blunt direct- 
ness, and squarely face it. Those who have known 
the whole, supernatural, emancipating, joyous power 
of the Lord Jesus in their lives cam, even after that, 
doubt their Lord. For they can sin ; and sin of any 
sort, by a Christian, is possible only when that one 
distrusts his Saviour. We are safeguarded against 
this failure by recognizing it as always a possibility. 
Then we can use the shield of faith against the fiery 
dart of unbelief, by ‘‘ entrusting our trust’’ to Christ, 
and letting him keep us believing. Elijah, the giant 
of faith, broke down later in unbelief. Paul, the 
giant of faith, let God save him from the breakdown 
of unbelief. If we let God ‘do it all,’’ he will keep 
us from the worst sin, which lets in all other sins : 
refusal to trust him. 


-—<— 
Blessed Trouble Bringers 


God's gifts may become the channels of great 
trials. One of the regular visitors at a city rescue 
mission was an old woman who lived with her son 
and his wife and eight grandchildren in a home of 


poverty and hardship. Such was the power of her’ 


own Christ life that leaders in the mission coveted 
the privilege of walking home with her. One of 
them, a soul-winner of rare power who testifies that 


& 


his life has been greatly enriched through this triend, 
asked her one day whether she did not ofien lose her 
patience when the children in that contracted home 
provoked her. ‘Yes, I do,’’ she confessed. ‘And 
whenever I do sin that way and come to the Fa- 
ther for forgiveness I remember that those children 
are //7s gifts. What a sorrow it would be if he should 
take one of them away ! Thet makes me filled with 
thanksgiving for his goodness to me and with grief 
for my sin in forgetting the gifts that come right from 
his hands !'" When we remember that that which 
brings trial zs his giftand thank him for it, we find our- 
selves giving thanks also for the trials, 


=< 
After the Miracle 


There is no time for rentembering how little we 
are like the time when God has made us greatest. 
We are greatest only when we receive most from him, 
~——that is, when welet him do most for us, And the 
more we let him do for us, the more this should re- 
mind us of our helplessness. Then he can keep on 
doing great things, not only for us but through us ; 
while the moment we forget our littleness and help- 
lessness we block the continuing of his powg® in us. 
Elijah was at a summit of g:eatness when te fire fell 
from heaven and consumed his sacrifice Carmel. 
And then, as Professor Grifath Thomas points out, he 
humbled himself in running before the king, became 
a servant, and so continued to glorify God.” The day 
wculd have ended in stain and defeat for Elijah if he 
had shewn by word or act that he counted himself a 
great man among his people. If God has just donea 
mighty work through you, praise him for it, and show 
him and others how little and impotent you know 
yourself to be. This alone can glorify him ; and this 
alone will let him continue to glorify himself in you. 
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When in Good Standing With God 


OW he stands with the head of the firm that he 
works for is a matter of eager interest to the 
employee. If he can discover just how his 

employer looks upon him he has an index of his 
future prospects. And if his standing is favorable he 
has a strong incentive in his daily work and in push- 
ing on toward higher positions, 

It ought to be a matter of eager interest to every 
man to know how he stands with God. He can know 
that more exactly than he can in the case of any 
earthly employer. And when a man knows exactly 
how God looks upon him, he has a sure index of his 
eternal future, and he has also the strongest kind of 
incentive for his present Christian walk. 

A bright young man in a large business establish- 
ment was doing poorly in learning the business. 
This was in spite of the willing help he received from 
several of the older and more experienced men, who 
coached him in every way possible. The head of the 
firm one day asked one of these older men how the 
young man was doing. The answer stated the facts 
frankly. There were frequent errors in the young 
man’s computations which, .if they had been per- 
mitted to go through, would have made a difference 
in certain estimates of hundreds or thousands of dol- 
lars. The older employee gave it as his judgment 
that it was not so much a matter of lack of ability as 
it was carelessness and lack of application. In any 
case W. had in no sense measured up to his opportu- 
nities and the responsibility of his position. 

The employer, Mr. S., who is a real ‘‘captain of 
industry,’’ thanked his trusted helper for speaking 
frankly of W. He did not discharge the young man. 
But he had a long interview with him and spoke 
sharply and plainly, without mincing words, about 





what lay ahead if he did not make a radical change ; 
and he told him what he himself expected of him. 
At the same time the employer had told his older 
employee to give special attention to W. and help 
him in every way possible. He was also to report to 
Mr. S. the progress that W. was making. 

To-day W. is one of the most efficient of the work- 
ers in that establishment, and has every prospect of 
becoming one of the heads of the business when the 
older men pass away. His employer's hopes for him 
are working out. But Mr. S. had a special reason for 
dealing with this young man in an unusual way, W, 
had a peculiar standing with the head of the firm, a 
standing that was not in any way affected by the ex- 
cellence of his work. He was his son. It was the 
father’s intention that his son should succeed him as 
the head of that business. If he showed the quali- 
ties that his father had there would be no question 
about his making an efficient successor. When the 
son did not show evidence that he was measuring up 
to the father’s hopes, he was no less his son, although 
there was doubt that he could ever be the real head 
of the business. But his father used every possible 
means to have the accomplishment of his son meas- 
ure up to the standing that he had with the head of 
the firm. That standing could not have been better, 
—that of a dearly-loved son. But the wisdom of the 
father in training his son, and the response of the boy, 
are now fast bringing him to the position that his 
father’s hopes and his own relationships were calling 
him to. He is ‘* possessing his possessions.’’ He is 
laying hold of that for which he was laid hold. 

It is a picture of the divine relationship between 
God and the Christian. As many human relations 
are shadows of something that is unseen in the other 
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world, so this interesting human drama of business 
life is a shadow of the real drama that is going on in 
‘the life of every Christian. 

How does God regard us who are Christians ? 
he regards his well-beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
Captain and our Elder Brother, Our standing with 
God is perfect. We are sons, Whether or not we 
are acting as sons ought to act does not affect the 
reality of that relationship, if we are really born again 
through faith in Jesus Christ as our Saviour. Nor is 
this righteousness of Christ, imputed to us, a mere 
‘legal fiction." By an act of living faith we have 
opened the way for God to bring us into his family, 
and our relationship to the Father now is as real and 
organic as that of the son to his earthly father. 

That we have this standing with God is too amaz- 
ing for us to understand—it seems ‘‘ too good to be 
true."" A boy with no relation to his employer ex- 
cept that of employee would be astonished if he were 
treated asason. It is only when the Spirit enables 
us to say ‘‘ Father’’ that with joy we accept our po- 
sition as sons. As we think of our standing with 
God we indeed have a sure index of our eternal future; 
and this knowledge should give us also a strong en- 
couragement and high incentive to press on toward 
the goal, to lay hold on that for which we were laid 
hold. That which God has in mind for us is that we 
should even now measure up in actual experience to 
the standing that we have with him. It is the Father's 
purpose that we should be like his Son Christ Jesus. 
Wien he looks at us now he sees only the perfect 
righteousness of Christ ; and some day we shall have 
in actual experience that imputed righteousness as 
our very own. 

The Father is grieved, as the earthly father is 
grieved, when he sees that his child is not traveling 
toward that great goal—apparently is not caring su- 
premely for what his Master's ideal for him is. And 
like the earthly father, God uses every means at his 
disposal to constrain his earthly son to follow the one 
great Purpose, to press on toward that Mark. But 
there is this great and blessed difference between the 
heavenly Father's plan and the earthly father’s. The 
employer who dealt lovingly and firmly with his son 
did not know how far his hopes for that son would be 
realized. He did his utmost, and he is being re- 
warded. He rejoices in the fact that his son not only 
has the ability, but, in response to his own great love 
and effort, now has the desire to achieve the position 
that his father has set before him. But the heavenly 
Father is not dealing with mere hopes. A glad declara- 
tion of the gospel is that to his own master a Chris- 
tian stands or falls, and, ‘‘ Yea, he shall be made to 
Stand ; for the Lord hath power to make him stand.’’ 


As 
our 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Our Lord and Redeemer, impart to our minds the re- 

pose and strength of a just emphasis amid the confusions 
of manifold human interests. Correct the distorted 
vision that sees molehills as mountains and mountains 
as molehills. Let the righteousness and lovingkindness 
of God fill our horizon, while passing comfort, or having 
our own way, becomes a mere plaything to trade with. 
Keep us from discrediting thee by exalting our personal 
preferences as to custom and routine. Make us swift to 
discern and warm in applauding Christliness wherever 
found, 











In other words, God's calling and election are with- 
out change or repentance. He wi#// bring us to the 
place that he has set for us. 

Set over against this marvelous truth is the other 
truth that ever and always God is beseeching us, his 
free-will creatures, by his mercies in Christ Jesus to 
work out that which he has worked in, to press on 
toward the goal that he has set, to lay hold on that 
for which also he has laid hold on us. And as we 
have the terrible power of marring God's best plan for 
us here on earth, can we be sure that we have not 
also the power of marring his best plan for us in the 
age to come? He pledges himself to bring us into 
the likeness of Christ; of that there can be no doubt: 
but it is also revealed in his Word that our rewards 
and responsibilities in the life to come shall be accord- 
ing to what we have done with our gift of salvation- 
life here. 

There comes a point in the life of many a Christian 
—as it came in the secular life of that young man who 
was the son of his employer—where by a definite act 
of the will he accepts the Father's plan for his life. 
He makes the great surrender: the surrender which 
means that henceforth he shall know nothing but the 
will of his Father and Master. Thus with one act of 
surrender and faith he enters at once into a new posi- 
tion that parallels the perfect standing he has with the 
Father. Up to the measure of his understanding and 
his knowledge of the ‘‘ business,’’ he is now living 
the life that God has planned for him. And God is 
able, as the earthly father is not, to accomplish in him 
His own purposes. After His son has completely 
yielded to him, it is God's saa aac sced to achieve 
the results. 

If we have not understood before what the glory of 
our standing with God is, shall we not now accept by 
faith this great message that the Word gives to every 
Christian ? And shall we not also take the further 
step, and make that complete surrender to the will of 
the Father that enables him to work out perfectly in 
us that which he has in mind for us? 





Should We Kill Flies ? 


What is a Christian's attitude toward the destruction of 


pests and vermin? I refer especially to summer flies. It 
appears to me most cruel to use such things as fly-papers. 
But what is one to do? I should be so glad to know how 
you feel on this point. It is a real difficulty to me. It is 
just a difficulty of a Christian's practical daily life, and 
should be possible of solution. —AN ENGLISH READER. 


o- 


The first animal death recorded in the Bible was 
God’s act. He provided for the need of man and 
woman by slaying one or more animals (Gen, 3 : 21). 
Later, after the flood, he said to man: ‘‘ The fear of 
you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast 
of the earth, and upon every bird of the heavens ; with 
all wherewith the ground teemeth, and all the fishes 
of the sea, into your hand are they delivered. Every 
moving thing that liveth shall be food for you’’ (Gen. 
9 : 2, 3). God has madeit plain that the animal crea- 
tion is subordinated to man, and if man’s need or 
protection requires the death of members of the lower 
creation, God has authorized that death. Flies and 
other insects are known to be disease breeders and 
death bringers. To safeguard the life of human be- 
ings by destroying them is a simple duty, approved 
and directed by God we may well believe. It should, 
ofcourse, be done with a minimum ofsuffering. Some 
methods of exterminating flies put them to death 
speedily. Even ‘‘sticky fly paper’’ evidently brings 
death soon after the fly has been entangled, and with 
little if any suffering. 

We must remember that, after sin entered into 
God's perfect work of creation, its destroying results 
were not limited to man but entered into the whole 
creation, which ‘* groaneth and travaileth in pain to- 





gether until now’’ (Rom. 8 : 22). Before sin came 
there was evidently no enmity of one part of creation 
against another, either of the animals among them- 
selves or of the lower creation against man and we 
know that that enmity is to be done away after our 
Lord, following his return to this earth, restores con- 
ditions again to God’s own plan. ‘‘For the creation 
was subjected to vanity, not of its own will, but by 
reason of him who subjected it, in hope that the crea- 
tion itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the chil- 
dren of God’’ (Rom, 8 : 20, 21). 


— 
When We “ Can’t Get Victory” 


I've been working and praying over the little pamphlet 
‘*The Life ‘That Wins’’! since last December, and I can 
not receive the thought as an actual experience of my own. 
Please pray that I may. I’ve prayed, and prayed, and 
studied, but I haven't the experience. If I once get it I'll 
give it out to others. I’ve already given out from four to 
six dozen of the pamphlets. I do so long to know Christ 
this way.—A GEORGIA READER. 

All that you need to do is to thank our Lord Jesus 
Christ that he is now meeting all your need. 

It is not a ‘‘thought’’ oran ‘‘experience’’ that you 
need, but a Person and his work. You have the Per- 
son: Christ is in you to remain forever if you have 
accepted him as your Saviour. And he its doing his 
work for you and in you, which is.all that you need. 





1 “ The Life that Wins” gives the experience of a mature Christian 
who, after years of defeat and unrest, was led out into a new appro- 
priation of Christ as the Victorious Life. The pamphlet may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company at 2 cents a copy, 20 cents 
a dozen. 
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You have surrendered your life to the Lord. Now 
the living of the Victorious Life in you is wholly his 
responsibility. Your having him as the fulness of your 
life is his responsibility, his duty, his work. Only he 
can do it. But, if it is his duty to do it, you can be 
very sure he is true to his duty, can you not? 

He is only waiting for you to say to him that you 
know that he is now doing his whole duty by you, and 
that that is enough and more than enough. Will you 
now stop asking him for anything in this matter, and 
at once commence thanking him that he is meeting all 
your needs? For he can never do more for you in 
this life than he is doing for you now. He is saying 
to you, ‘‘ My grace is sufficient for thee.’ That is not 
a promise; it is a fact. Just thank him for it, and rest 
quietly,—without looking for feeling or evidence or 
manifestation or consciousness of any sort,—in the 
blessed fact that he is meeting all your needs. Re- 
member, not he wi// meet all your needs (though that 
also is true) but he zs meeting all your needs now. 


=< 
Why Copyright Christian Literature ? 


Should Christian literature of any kind be copyrighted ? 

—A NEW YORK READER. 

Copyright is only another way of putting a bolt on 
the door of your house. It is to prevent theft. There 
seems to be nothing in God’s Word that forbids the 
use of reasonable precautions against the loss of our 
property through the acts of dishonest persons. 
Whether the property is a piece of Christian literature 
or an overcoat hanging in the front hall, the principle 
is the same. To publish a piece of Christian litera- 
ture requires the investment of a greater or less amount 
of money. It is proper that the writer or publisher 
whose money is so invested should be protected 
against other unscrupulous persons appropriating that 
property and making money for themselves through 
their theft. Sometimes copyright is taken because an 
author wishes to circulate free of charge certain Chris- 
tian literature, and does not wish any one to offer it 
for sale, as-could be done unless it were protected by 
copyright. Copyright can, of course, be used’ for 
mercenary purposes ; but then it is its abuse, not its 
use, that is at fault. 

sa 


What Should Christians Do 
With Their Money? 


Ought not Christians to use a// their means aside from 
needs in business and living for the work of God in the 
world? (See such passagesin the Word as 1 ‘lim. 6:8, 9, 
Matt. 6: 25-34, Acts 2:44, 45, and 4: 32-35). Ought not 
the real church universal to make money only to hasten 
the conversion of men, and the coming of the Kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ? 

If the Bible precepts and commands in regard to giving 
were obeyed, how different the world would be, as well as 
the church spiritually —A NEW YORK READER. 

A surrendered Christian’s money is all the Lord’s 
So are that one’s time, and life, and loved ones, and 
all other possessions and interests. As all these things 
belong to the Lord, it is for him, their real owner, to 
say what he wants done with them day by day. He 
will make plain to one who keeps sensitively respon- 
sive to his guidance through Bible study, prayer, and 
commonsense, just how he wants that one to use his 
money as well ashis timeand his other possessions. It 
is not for us to make any rules in sucha matter, It 
would not do, for example, to say that Christians are 
to give all their time, aside from that which they must 
use in their daily vocation and meeting their temporal 
needs, to the ‘*work of God in the world,’’ if by that 
we meanethe direct preaching of the gospel. God may 
wish Christians to give some of their time to rest, re- 
laxation, social and even ‘‘secular’’ intercourse with 
other people, reading of a varied sort, travel, and to 
many other things apart from the direct spreading of 
the Good News. And so of the Christian's money. 
Every cent of it is to be used at the direction of God 
and for his glory. But we cannot make rules as to what 
he will direct. Hewillshow us. If he would have us 
lay by some of it for the future needs of those who are 
dependent upon us, we may trustingly do his will. He 
may ask us to spend some of it in providing comforts, 
things that make life easier though not bare necessities, 
for others or even for ourselves. What we need is to 
trust him for his guidance in a quiet, natural, common- 
sense way, not feeling any nervous or anxious compul- 
sion to be spending every cent for this or that particu- 
lar form of God's service. Most Christians need to 


give far more to the spread of the gospel than they do. 
But as we conscientiously consider these questions, let 
us be delivered from the snare of being ‘‘ driven be- 
yond God's will.’’ 

cetic nor extravagant. 


He would have us be neither as- 
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On the Fourth Side of the Square 
7 My strange adventures in the last kingdom that I sought to enter By Courtenay H. Fenn, D.D. *“* bi ae gaa ji . 








S I strolled one day in a land of many new won- 
ders I fell upon a large open square, upon the 
several sides of which appeared arched door- 

ways, each bearing a promise of that which was to be 
found within. 

Upon the first door was written, The Republic of 
Pleasure, and aboveit, ‘‘ There is nothing better for a 
man than that he should eat and drink, and make his 
soul enjoy good in his labor.’’ The door stood wide 
open, and within, against a charming vista of glade 
and bower, of lake and mountain, was a multitude of 
young men and maidens in joyous conversation and 
sport. And there were those who came toward me 
with outstretched hand, saying, ‘*Are you looking for 
the best that life has to give? It is the counsel of 
Solomon, the wisest of men, that you ‘withhold not 
your heart from any joy.’ ‘Rejoice, thou young man, 
in thy youth ; go the way that thou wishest to go, and 
look upon that which thine eye delights to see.''’ 

‘‘Ah, yes,’’ I replied; ‘*but the same wise man 
added, as the result of bitter experience, ‘but know 
thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into 
judgment.'’' And I turned to another door. 


HIS portal was apparently of massive gold, with 
jeweled knocker, and the door was fast locked 
from within. In glowing letters I read, The 

Empire of Riches, and above it, ‘‘Every man to 
whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath 
given him power to rejoice in his labor; this is the 
gift of God.’’ Repeated knocks brought a super- 
cilious porter to a tiny window. Inquiry brought the 
remark that undoubtedly the best things in life were 
to be found within; but so select was the society, so 
precious the treasures, that great care was used in the 
admission of strangers. 

‘The conditions are few but strict. They are all 
to be found in the words of the wisest of men, the 
great king and preacher, Solomon. They are these: 

‘«1, ‘The blessing of Jehovah, it makethrich.’ You 
must look upon riches as the highest gift of God, covet 
earnestly this best gift, and seek until you find. 

‘*2, *The hand of the diligent maketh rich.’ We 
lead a strenuous life, either ir securing more wealth 
or in keeping and spending what we have. Every- 
thing else is a side issue here. 

‘*3. ‘The rich man’s wealth is his strong city.’ 
There is little that riches will not secure, little of value 
to besecured without them. When you once get them, 
hold on to them, 

‘*4. ‘Be not righteous overmuch; neither make 
thyself overwise ; why shouldest thou destroy thyself?’ 
A fundamental condition, The overscrupulous man 
is seldom thoroughly successful or thoroughly agree- 
able. Conscientious, of course; but the social con- 
science is one thing, the business conscience another, 
In business each man for himself, and each on his 
guard. The Golden Rule of business is, ‘Do unto 
others as they would do unto you; anddoit first.’ It 
stimulates ingenuity and enterprise, and the outcome 
is a magnificent demonstration of the beneficent prin- 
ciple of the survival of the fittest.’’ 

As I turned away from the little window, I could 
not refrain from asking the porter if he had ever read 
those words of a Wiser than Solomon, ‘‘A man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth’’ ; and those others, ‘‘ They that 
are minded to be rich fall into a temptation and a snare 
and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown 
men in destruction and perdition’’? He slammed 
the window, and I went on. 


HE third door was a simpler yet really more beau- 
tiful structure, bearing the words, The Aristoc- 
racy of Fame, and over the lintel, ‘‘A good 

name is rather to be chosen than great riches.’’ The 
keeper of this door was a graceful young woman 
bearing the name Wisdom on her forehead. Seated 
in the large waiting-room, surrounded by portraits 
and statues of the world’s great men and heroes, I 
listened to her fluent discourse of the attractions of 
this realm, where all the best things in life were to be 
had. ’ 

“‘Yet,'’ said she, ‘‘citizenship here is purchased 
at a great price. Some spend their lives vainly seek- 
ing the opportunity to do the great thing which is the 
key to citizenship. But think of the glory of even an 


Few messages have so challenged Christians to a 
new sense of their ‘* giving ’’ responsibility to Christ 
as has Dr. Fenn’s ‘‘ Over Against the Treasury.’’ 
And unusual and stirring is the challenge of this 
new message, sent from China to readers of The 
Sunday School Times,—a parable that compels 
attention to our “ receiving ’’ responsibilities. 








apprenticeship in the Aristocracy of Fame! For the 
attainment of excellence on the part of any we have 
found it necessary to emphasize the principle of 
Justice, apparently, at times, to the exclusion .of 
mercy ; but, after all, it is a mercy to a man to help 
him find the position where he really belongs, What 
might seem mercy to the incapable would be anything 
but mercy to the capable. Does not Wisdom say to 
the foolish ones, ‘* Because I have called and ye have 
refused, ye have set at naught all my counsel, and 
would none of my reproof: I also will laugh in the 
day of your calamity; [ will mock when your fear 
cometh’’ ? 

‘But is it true,’’ I asked, ‘‘that all these whose 
forms I see here were citizens of this realm? Did it 
never occur to you that the large majority of them 
were not in sympathy with some of your fundamental 
principles, and made their great attainments, not by 
seeking for fame, or striving to surpass others, or 
waiting for an opportunity to do some great thing, but 
by endeavoring to make their lives of the utmost use 
to others, even to those whom you have classed as 
the ‘incapables’ ? And in your definition of Wisdom 
are you not forgetting that ‘the fear of Jehovah is the 
beginning of wisdom ; a good understanding have all 
they that do his commandments’? Fame is a reward, 
not a pursuit. ‘The reward of humility and the fear 
of Jehovah is riches and honor and life,’ says your 
friend Solomon the Wise,"’ 

Her countenance changed, but she made no reply ; 
and taking leave I passed on. 


O* THE fourth side of the square there faced me 
an unpretentious entrance, bearing thetitle, The 
Kingdom of Heaven, and inscribed above it 
were the simple words, ‘All things are yours,’’ while 
on the graceful knocker was written, ‘‘ Knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you.’’ I knocked, and the gate 
was opened by one Infinite Grace, who most graciously 
conducted me to a cool and pleasant reception-room, 
wherein were disposed portraits and statues of all the 
men of faith since the world began, but all grouped 
about a spot where, in golden letters, were the words, 
**Jesus Christ, King of kings and Lord of lords, the 
Author and Finisher of our faith.’’ The porter of- 
fered me light refreshment, than which I had never 
tasted more appetizing, and courteously inquired as 
to what I sought in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

‘*T have been wandering up and down in search of 
the best things that life has to offer,"’ Ireplied. ‘*The 
realms of Pleasure, Riches, and Fame have each 
promised much; but there is too little performance, 
and what there is is fleeting. You promise yet more, 
both for time and for eternity ; and the promiser is not 
Solomon but God himself. I wish to renounce all 
other allegiance and become a citizen of the Kingdom 
of Heaven.”’ 

‘‘Happy, indeed, shall I be to enroll you, provided 
you understand and cordially accept the simple con- 
ditions that insure both entrance and content. Real- 
izing your own inability to live the life of heaven on 
earth, and trusting to the Infinite Grace of the Son of 
God,and only Saviour of men, Jesus Christ, are you 
willing to give yourself wholly to him, that henceforth 
he may be your life, your joy, and your exceeding 
great reward ?”’ 

‘‘T plead no merit but his Merit ; I seek no reward 
but his ‘Well done.’ ’’ 

Then did the porter smile most radiantly, and 
holding out his hand to: me, he said: ‘*Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.’’ He led 
me to a little door: it was thrown open ; I passed 
through; the door closed behind me, and I found 
myself for a moment alone. 

But soon there came many with smiling faces to 


greet me. They led me to a large house, called The 
House of God, where one proceeded to tell me what 
lay before me as a citizen of the Kingdom. 

To sum it all up in a few words, it was literally true 
that all things were mine; that I was at liberty to live 
in any part of the Kingdom that I might choose, and 
in any kind of house that I should prefer, because I 
should never find, in any part of the Kingdom, any 
lack of house-room. But there was one thing to be 
borne in mind, and that was that the houses were all 
of a character appropriate to the portion of the King- 
dom in which they were found, and I need not hope 
to find palaces among the huts, nor huts among the 
palaces. Moreover, the food supplies, the house 
furnishings, and the clothing were all likewise appro- 
priate one to another. As to where I should find 
these various conditions, one definite principle would 
serve as a guide: the nearer to the Palace of the King 
the better the residence, and all connected therewith. 


= HE palace is in thecenter,’’ said he, ‘‘and on all 

sides this same principle holds: the farther from 

the palace, the poorer the conditions, All things 
are indeed yours, but remember the rest of the mes- 
sage, —‘and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's.” All 
things are yours just so far as you consider yourself 
Christ's, and remember that Christ is God's. For 
guidance it is the will of the King that you should 
ever have the Presence of his Holy Spirit, invisible, 
but ever ready at call. Whether you have this guid- 
ance or not will depend, first, upon’ whether you seek 
it, and, second, on how you are habitually treating 
him. And now may Grace, Mercy, and Peace, be 
multiplied unto you.”’ 

With my heart full of a new joy and a strong deter- 
mination, I set out once more from the door by which 
I had been ushered into the new realm, but had not 
gone more than a few steps before I began inwardly 
to exclaim at the squalid condition of the houses 
erected near the gate. They were only the rudest of 
huts, and were packed so closely together that there 
was scarcely breathing room between them, There 
appeared to be street after street of these tenements, 
—indeed the entire neighborhood of the wall was full 
of them,—and the people who were moving about 
among them were wretchedly clad and poorly fed. 
More and more mystified at the existence of such 
quarters in the Kingdom of Heaven, I walked on 
parallel with the wall until I came to a place where 
the wall was banked with a great rubbish heap, reach- 
ing nearly to its top; and on the summit of this heap 
was pitched a tent of rags and patclies, 

In front of it was huddled one of the most forlorn 
objects I have ever seen, a man of fifty years or more, 
almost naked, crouching over a little fire built against 
the wall, and trying to warm over a few scraps of meat 
and vegetables in an old tin can. He interspersed 
his feeble operations with long looks over the wall. I 
could not resist the temptation to climb the heap and 
inquire who the man could possibly be, and why he 
lived amid such conditions, As he turned away from 
one of his looks over the wall he caught sight of me, 
and gave a start as if he had been caught stealing. 


" Y FRIEND,”’ said I, ‘* you are a mystery to 
me; pray tell me why you live here in this 
fashion when the Kingdom of Heaven is so 

full of riches, and all things are yours.’’ 

‘* All—things—mine ?’’ he stammered. ‘‘ Nay, I 
have given up all things for the Kingdom of Heaven's 
sake. Look yonder!’’ and he pointed over the wall, 
from which could be seen something of each of the first 
three kingdoms at whose doors I had madeinquiry. I 
looked; there were the music and dancing, and eating 
and drinking, and fine houses and rich men; and 
leaders listening to the plaudits of their followers. 

‘«T have left all that,’’ he said. ‘* My friends are 
there; my joy was there; but my conscience told me 
that I was outside of the Kingdom of Heaven and go- 
ing to perdition; and I fled from the wrath to come. 
I am safe within these walls, and I manage to live in 
a meager way. I am often hungry, and thirsty, and 
hot, and cold, bu: I am safe, trusting in Christ; and, 
having no friends in here, I have found a place from 
which I can watch my old friends, and occasionally 
have a word with them. I am not afraid to die."’ 


(Continued on page 491) 
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A Rally Day that Reached to China 


And other Rally Days that “ got there,” to be followed next week by more stories of 
notable successes in planning this big day of the Sunday-school year 








A Fine Rainy Sunday 


HE rain on Sunday morning did not hinder the 
success of the ‘‘every-member rally’’ at Grace 
United Evangelical Church, of Lancaster, Pa. 

Four hundred and two people were in the Sunday- 
School. In this 84 per cent of the enrolment was 
represented. 

One month before Rally Day our pastor called all the 
officers and teachers to the parsonage, outlined the 
work, and gave us a rally talk that stirred all of us and 
made us feel like doing something. 

* For three weeks we had a chart containing the fol- 
lowing announcement hung in our school-room, where 
all would see it : 
SPECIAL 
Rally Day, October 26 
Great Every-Member Campaign 

Rally for service 

Attendance of every Sunday-school member 

Largest attendance of visitors 

Lasting impressions made 

Y ou are included 

Delightful program 

At all the services 

Y ou must not miss 


For advertising among our friends and strangers we 
used a printed folder containing an invitation to join 
in the Rally Day exercises. In order to be sure that 
each scholar was personally asked to be there smail 
cards were printed, on which the scholar signed his or 
her name, after this promise: ‘<If sickness does not 
prevent me, I will be in Sunday-school on Rally Day, 
Sunday, October 26th.’" The cards were handed back 
to the teacher. They were compared with the roll, 
and we knew just when the last one was touched, and 
knew who was sick, and could not be there. 

Our enrolment is 308: We had present on Rally 
Day: scholars, 258; visitors, 144. The total attend- 
ance was 402, the offering was $18.47 and we were all 
a happy company.—Landis Grabill, Lancaster, Pa. 


“ 
- <A Cruise that Reached its Goal 


VERY live program was worked out by the Sun- 
day-school of the Central Baptist Church, 
Duluth, Minnesota, on their Rally Day, Sep- 

tember 14. 

Behind the rapidly moving program stands, as with 
all successful enterprise, whether the digging of the 
Panama Canal or the building of a Sunday-school, a 
dominant personality with the vision and talent to 
plan the thousand details, to inspire and lead to 
victory. .This honor the church feels belongs to the 
pastor's wife, Mrs. D, E. Fish. Her corps of com- 
mittees and leaders, and the whole school with them, 
worked as a unit in carrying out the high purpose. 

The Central Baptist Church has a permanent Sun- 
day-school program committee, composed of one 
member for each special day in the year. The mem- 
ber for his or her special day acts as chairman of the 
committee in preparation for their particular day. 

Mrs. Fish, as the Rally Day member, appointed 
the sub-committees as early as January—one for ad- 
vertising, another for decoration, a floral committee, 
an invitation committee, and a special program com- 
mittee for the Friday evening preceding Rally Day, 
with a decoration and refreshment committee for that 
evening. 

The advertising committee began putting items in 
the local daily papers two weeks previous to Rally Day. 

The Wilson post cards issued by The Sunday 
School Times were sent to every member of the 
Sunday-school, the Cradle Roll, and the Home De- 
partment. 

Rally Day was talked about in every meeting of the 
church for three weeks beforehand. 

Every teacher sent a personal invitation to each 
member of his or her class. 

The Friday before Rally Sunday the church was deco- 
rated on every side, the scheme including the many 
pennants of the various Sunday-school and class or- 
ganizations. 

This was in readiness for the preparatory program 
to be given on Friday evening. This, like the Sunday 


program, had been carefully planned and worked out, 
not only for its direct missionary result, but as a 
preparation which should give the Rally Day the very 
best atmosphere and kindle to a deeper flame the in- 
terest and enthusiasm needful for the largest results 
on Sunday. 

A beautiful Christmas tree glittered in the electric 
light, and Santa Claus, dressed in the usual costume, 
received gifts instead of bestowing them. Some of 
the gifts hung on the tree; but many of them, too 
large to be thus displayed, were piled beneath the 
branches. These were all to be sent to. Mrs. Giffin, 
a former member of the church, but now the repre- 
sentative missionary in China, and the Sunday-school 
planned to have the gifts reach her in China by the 
25th of December. 

This Friday evening program included songs and 


recitations and features appropriate to the occasion, ° 


such as the pathetic story of the little girl who laid 
her mitts on the -contribution-plate in supposed imi- 
tation of the widow whose ‘‘mites’’ she thought were 
mitts, and they were the little girl's one cherished 
possession. 

All the events of the evening were in the spirit of 
the Great Commission, preparing the way and creating 
an atmosphere for the coming Rally Day service, the 
specially printed program of which read as follows : 





Rally Day Cruise to Beulah Land 


IN THE SPECIALLY CHARTERED BIBLE SCHOOL SHIP 


“GLAD TIDINGS” 


UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 


Central Baptist Church Bible School 


N 
Sunday, September 14th, 1913 
Boat leaves C. B. C. B. S. dock at 20th Avenue West 
and First Street at 10 30 A. M. 
Special exercises will be held in the Ship’s Cabin, from 
which a splendid view may be had of the sea and passing 
vessels, 


Accommodations for three hundred passengers, Parents 
and friends to accompany children. 











LOG OF THE TRIP 


10.20—Crew gathers for sailing instructions from Ship’s 
Captain. 

10.25—Assembling of passengers in Cabin, 

10.30—Music by the Ship’s Chorus. 

ALL ABOARD! Ship sails. 

Recognition of the Pilot. Who is our Pilot? Psa, 
139 : 9-10. 

Song: ‘* Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.’’ (213.) 

Wireless Message to the Owner of the Ship, led by 
the Ship’s Chaplain. 

Lesson in Navigation by the Ship’s Captain: What 
are our Clearance Papers? (John 3: 16.) What 
is our Chart ? (2 Tim, 3: 16.) What is our Com- 
pass? (John 16: 13.) What is our Anchor? 


(Heb. 6: 19.) What currents are we to avoid? 
(Prov. 4: 14.) What is our Course? (John 
14: 16.) 


Consulting the Chart. Responsive reading led by 
the First Mate. (Psa. 107 : 23-32.) 
All hands pledged to follow the Pilot: 


‘I'll go where you want me to go, dear Lord, 
Over mountain or plain or sea; 
I'll say what you want me to say, dear Lord, 
I'll be what you want me to be.”’ 


‘“‘A Cheer for the Friends of the Home-land.”’ 
(Song 133.) 

Breaking out the Ship’s Colors. 
Banner of the Cross.”’ (82.) 
Stop at Primary Point. Hove to for Half Fare 

passengers. 

Passing the Lighthouse. 
Lights be Burning.’ 
Stop at Elementary Beach. Passengers gather on 

the Forward Deck and receive Salute. 
On the High Seas. Song: ‘*There’s a Wideness 
in God’s Mercy.”’ 
Stop at Cradle Cliff, Babyland, to present Basket 
of Flowers. 
Storm Brewing. 
Life Saving Drill. 
Line.”’ 
Supplies left at China. 
Tales of the Sea, by experienced Navigators : 
Dangers of the Voyage—Temptations. 
The Compass—Conscience, 


Song: ‘* The 


Song: ‘Let the “Lower 


Solo: **Throw Out the Life 


‘The Chart—Bible. 
Our Pilot—Jesus. 

ARRIVAL AT DESTINATION, 
Song: ‘* Beulah Land.’’ (Winona 23.) 

Full Speed Ahead, 

Mustering Crew and Passengers : Checking Ship’s 
List by the Clerk. Collecting Fares by the 
Purser, Music. (152.) 

Saluting the Prize Winning Crew. 
ward, Christian Soldiers.”’ 183.) j 

Homeward Bound, Song: ‘‘Jesus Calls Us.’’ (195.) 

Ship reaches Port. Wireless Message of Thanks 
to Owner. 


Song: ** On- 


Stopping at ‘‘ Missionary Point’’ to leave the sup- 
plies for China, Mrs. Fish made it seem so real that 
the school, fairly fancying that they saw Mrs. Giffin 
standing on the shore and waving her greeting, brought 
out their handkerchiefs and gave the missionary the 
Chautauqua salute. We were thrilled with the tales 
of the sea as experienced navigators told of the dan- 
gers threatening the ship, dangers outside, of rocks 
and shoals and storms and collisions ; and within of 
possible leaks, mutiny of the crew, and various trials 
and temptations in life’s vovage, closing with recom- 
mending to all the Great Pilot, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A class of young women that had utterly dropped 
out of the Sunday-school five years before, was drawn 
back and reorganized on Rally Sunday. 

The average attendance in the Sunday-school dur- 
ing the year had been 135. There were 200 present 
at this service. The highest mark they had ever 
reached before was 178 on Rally Day the year previous. 
— Mrs. James H. Earle, Pomona, Cal. 


% 


**500 Day” at Plymouth 


LYMOUTH Congregational Sunday-school,. of 
Oakland, California, chose for its rallying cry, 
**500 Day.’’ The school had never in all its 

history had 500 present, although the enrolment was 
considerably above that number ; so the purpose at 
the outset was to beat the record. 

Public schools in California open in August, mak- 

ing it possible to name an early date for Rally Sun- 


day. We caught the scholars and teachers fresh from 
their vacations, and began preparation for ‘‘500 
Day.’’ From the very start this rallying cry was 


catchy and popular. It was almost immediately ap- 
parent that we had been right in setting our mark 
low—that is, in not placing it-impossibly high ; for it 
became a contest not to secure an attendance of 500, 
but to beat 500 by the largest possible number. 

A pennant was promised the class showing the 
highest percentage present, and a complimentary 
supper was to be the reward of the class responsible 
for the largest new enrolment on ‘‘500 Day.’’ Each 
teacher organized a campaign with and among his 
own scholars, going out with them hunting for new 
recruits, as well as rounding up delinquents. Every 
teacher was made a committee of one by the super- 
intendent to search out and bring back absentee 
scholars. Personal calls were made, and telephone 
bells kept ringing in the attempt to make the ‘‘sure 
list’’ the largest ever. 

Notices given from the pulpit and in the church 
calendar secured the enthusiastic aid of parents. 

At every point the aid of scholars was enlisted, and 
their greater interest secured by giving them some- 
thing todo. The boys and girls brought flowers and 
flags on Saturday, and helped the decorating com- 
mittee in their big task. 

As a final reminder, a printed post card was sent 
out three or four days before ‘*500 Day’’ to every 
enrolled scholar, each teacher attending to this for 
his own class. The importance of this notice by mail 
cannot be overestimated. 

On the great day, for such it proved to be, our en- 
rolling facilities were altogether inadequate. Forty- 
eight names were added to the roll, and then a long 
waiting line went over to the following Sunday. The 


count showed present 751, of whom I11 were visitors. 

Plymouth Sunday-school’s ‘‘500 Day’' resolved 
itself into a 640-day, with a resultant enthusiasm that 
gives promise of still greater things before the year 
ends.— Henry Dwight Ames, Oakland, Caé. 
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‘Latest Moves in the Real “ World-War” 


By Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 








a Seen from the Missionary Watch Tower 


. 





J 





To Stir America’s Laymen 


HE country is waking up to the fact that a cam- 
paign of even greater importance than that of 
1909-10 is about to be launched by the Laymen’s 

Missionary Movement. At that time seventy-five con- 
ventions were held with an average registration of 
accredited delegates of 1,000 virile men. Now it is 
proposed to convene in nearly a hundred centers, of 
which the lastest report says that seventy-one have 
already fixed their dates. As these are located in 
thirty-eight states, the sphere of influence is already 
sure to be nation-wide. The series will appropriately 
close with a five-day convention in the National Cap- 
ital, April 25-30, 1916. 

The seven objectives are: To consider new world 
conditions and America’s enlarged responsibility ; to 
study the missionary progress of recent years ; to pro- 
ject plans looking toward the accomplishment of our 
whole missionary duty ; to emphasize the adequacy 
of the gospel to meet modern social conditions ; to 
increase the spiritual power and efficiency of the local 
church ; to secure the general use of the best methods 
of missionary education and finance ; and to inspire 
laymen to take their part in the extension of the 
Kingdom of Christ. 

Home and foreign boards will co-operate in the 
campaign, a fact that has proved of the utmost value 
to the wide cause of Missions. Five teams of speak- 
ers will undertake to carry the holy fire to these cen- 
ters and impart to pastors and leading laymen the 
flame of an intelligent, efficient and spiritual enthusi- 
asm, The convention in a given place is only an 
incident in a wider plan which a number of boards 
will follow in conserving the results of the gathering. 
Thus Methodist leaders propose to send teams of two 
men to each center for a month’s work preceding 


’ and following the convention. Several of their strong- 


est bishops and missionaries will aid in this work. 
% 


A “World Outlook’’ Picture of India 


HE World Outlook, the superb new missionary 
periodical, devotes its July issue to India. 
Though published by the Methodist Board of 

Foreign Missions, it reminds one of The Ladies’ 
Home Journal or Country Life, and, like them, it is 
sold on the news stands,—though to popularize the 
missionary enterprise. 

In this seventh issue is a wealth of most striking 
pictures explained by illuminating and full subscripts 
and articles that simply compel interest, no matter 
how apathetic the reader may be as to India and its 
missions. The world traveler, Miss Scidmore, 
graphically describes India as seen by the tourist ; 
Miss Gracey writes of the India that the artist knows; 
Tyler Dennett tells us of scenes and facts that the 
tourist never sees—hidden away in the villages where 
nine-tenths of the people live, a pathetically fascinat- 
ing story; saintly Bishop Oldham writes in sympathetic 
ink the impressive record of how loving missionaries 
touch the A7 /echa or untouchables, so iow in the 
scale of humanity are these polluters of high castes ; 
the young Philadelphia lawyer and _ missionary, 
Thomas Donohugh, answers the question, ‘‘ What is 
a Mass Movement?’’ with map, pictures, and vivid 
facts that fire the reader with longing desire to help 
his Church to enter into that ripe harvest field whose 
grain is likely to fall to the ground ungarnered ; Mrs. 
Peabody in her most happy vein informs us of what 
‘the meddlesome missionary"’ of the critic of mis- 
sions does in that line when he is not wasting his 
munificent salary of $50 a month in riotous living and 
‘‘lolling in his punkah,’’ which phrase shows how 
accurate the observations of such critics are; Mr. 
Elmore, of the Baptist Society, under the title, ‘From 
Star to Constellation,’’ sketches the wonderful career 
of the civil engineer missionary to the Telugus, Dr. 
John Clough, who saw 2,222 baptized in a single day 
of his ministry, and made the Lone Star Mission a con- 
stellation of glittering stars for the Master's crown ; 
India’s poet laureate, so to speak, Rabindranath 
Tagore, ends the wondrous story with one of his 


- matchless prose poems, excerpted from ‘‘The Gar- 


dener,'’ impossible had not the Brahmo Samaj, with 


its many Christian ideas, given him something of the 
vision of a Christian seer. 

The foregoing sentence may be divided into a dozen 
arguments why people who cannot possibly be inter- 
ested in missions can become so, if they read such a 
periodical as thisone, The World Outlook is pub- 
lished at 150 Fifth avenue, New York, at $1.50 a year. 


% 
The Two Greatest Wars Lined Up 


HE recent missionary periodicals have thought it 
worth while to reprint an instructive contrast 
between the greatest carnival of bloodshed ever 

seen in history and the world campaign of the Chris- 
tion Church in foreign lands. Omitting the striking 
tabular form of the original as printed in Men and 
Missions it states these eight contrasts between ‘‘ The 
European War'’ and ‘* The World-War.’’ (1) 20 
million soldiers in physical peril ; 50 times 20: mil- 
lions of, people in spiritual bondage and death. (2) 
1 million men killed in first six months ; 2 million 
people die every month in heathen lands. (3) Cost 
to kill a man about $3,500 ; cost to give the gospel 
to the world about $2 per person. (4) Cost of Eu- 
ropean war, over $40,000,000 daily ; expended in 
World-War about $35,000,000 annually. (5) Fight- 
ing strength of armies, over 20 millions ; total mis- 
sionary force, 12,000 men and 12,000 women. (6) 
Develops hatred; promotes friendliness. (7) is 
destructive ; is constructive. (8) Settles nothing fin- 
ally ; establishes Christ's enduring Kingdom and 
ultimately eliminates all war. Isaiah 2 ; 2-4. 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Annam’s First Three.—The Christian Alliance work 
in neglected Annam is passing the pioneering stage. ‘Three 
natives have already been baptized, and there is a class of 
seven inquirers, A new center, with a population near at 
hand of 20,000, has been occupied as a station with a home 
and chapel. Three additional missionaries have come, and 
the workers are full of faith and enthusiasm for the salva- 
tion of this needy, unoccupied field. 


The Unholy “ Holy War.”—How unholy the Moslem 
Jihad, or Holy War, is one sees in reports from the war- 
smitten sections of Turkey and Persia, where it has been 
operating. Seven hundred Christian men and boys were 
horribly done to death in a single town, while in another 
village every woman and girl from seven to seventy years 
of age was most foully outraged, apparently with the design 
of dishonoring Christian womanhood, 


While Learning English.—A Western Canada Chinese 
restaurant keeper, desiring to learn English, secured an 
English-Chinese diglot of Matthew’s Gospel. Fascinated 
by its opening genealogy, which appeals to many Chinese 
minds, he fell in love with the book. Reaching the elev- 
enth chapter, verses 28-30, he exclaimed, ‘* This is the 
Man of rest—-the very man for me; I must find him.” 
To-day he is living a consistent Christian life. 

** Lover of Broken Minds.”—The English Friend re- 
ports the death and funeral of Theophilus Waldmeier, 
founder, at more than seventy, of the greatest missionary 
insane asylum, located at Brummana on the western slopes 
of Mt. Lebanon. A service was held at Beyrout for those 
who could not go to Brummana, which was attented by 
representatives of the Governors-General of Beyrout and of 
Lebanon, when beautiful testimonies to the spiritual and 
mental gifts of this lover of broken minds were borne. 


Madagascar’s New Prayer.—The war has indirectly 
brought a blessing to Madagascar, where during recent 
years the French government has done much to restrict or 
even nullify the work of Protestant missions, mainly that of 
British societies, The alliance between France and Great 
Britain has resulted in very considerable modification of 
the official attitude toward missionary work, so that offi- 
cial favor and recognition are reported. Yet it is pathetic 
indeed to read that in a prayer for the French nation a 
Malagasy pastor should need to pray that the ‘‘ bitterness 
and bloodshed of those from whom we have learned of 
Jesus Christ may soon cease.”’ 

China’s Christian Students.—The past year has |.een 
one of wide expansion in the Student Christian Associa- 
tions of China. The first of these were established just 
thirty years ago next September and now they number 116. 
Reports from 97 of them show that the institutions in 
which they exsist have an attendance of 11,606 students, 
of whom 4,230 are Christians, Tho the membership 
has been only. §,520, the Bible class enrolment includes 
6,184, of whom 836 were baptized during the year. 


A Blow at Korean Missions? 


OME apprehension is felt regarding the recent 
regulations affecting Korean mission schools. 
An official pronouncement of March 29 reads in 
part: ‘‘In the educational policy of Japan it is already 
a recognized principle that public education should 
be kept separate from religion. Therefore the Gov- 
ernor-General, in carrying into effect the Educational 
Ordinance for Korea, announces that not only govern- 
ment and public schools, but also private schools 
whose curricula are fixed by provision of law, shall 
not be permitted to give religious instruction or con- 
duct religious ceremonies... . No private school. 
which carries on important educational work, the 
curriculum being regulated by provision of law, shall 
be allowed to add to its curriculum religious instruc- 
tion or conduct any religious ceremonies.”’ 

Unless the phrase ‘‘important educational work"’ 
excludes mission schools, this would seem to mean 
that religious instruction will have no place whatever 
in their program, especially as ‘* Instruction No, 12°° 
of 1899 states that such teaching and ceremonies are 
forbidden ‘‘ even outside the regular course of instruc- 
tion.’ Further disabilities are that private schools 
are required to follow exactly the same course, use the 
same text-books, and obey the same rules as the pub- 
lic schools; and all teachers in elementary schools 
must hold government licenses secured by examina- 
tion in morals, the national language, history, geo- 
graphy, physical culture, etc. The Japanese lan- 
guage will be almost solely used, a hardship both to 
the missionary and Korean teachers, 

Even then General Terauchi looks with suspicion 
upon Christian schools, as his proclamation reads: 
‘‘It is very difficult, if not impossible, for the mis- 
sionaries who have supervision of the private religious 
schools and the Koreans who have charge of the pri- 
vate secular schools to Japanicise their pupils, even 
if they are anxious to do so. They are permeated 
with the spirit and ideals of their own civilizations, 
and they unconsciously transmit them to their pupils. 
Nor are these teachers, foreigners and Koreans, always 
filled with admiration for the Japanese.’’ 

Before the new regulations the number of mission 
schools had fallen from 746 in 1g1o, the yearof Korea's 
annexation, to 473 in 1912. As there are still 26,201 
pupils in private religious schools under 2,084 teach- 
ers, the rulings are of serious importance, 


= 
A Great Event in Medical Missions 


HE Rockefeller Foundation has announced its 
policy with respect to what it regards as the most 
desirable field for medical missionary work. 

China is to be made its great beneficiary. In estab- 
lishing the China Medical Board, the Foundation as- 
serts: ‘* That the Foundation so far as possible should 
co-operate with existing missionary institutions which 
have already done such good work in China. . . . That 
the teaching in medical schools in which the Founda- 
tion is concerned, for the present and for some time to 
come, should be in English as the main language."’ 

The institutions selected from the seventeen medi- 
cal schools visited are the following four : The Union 
Medical College in Peking; the Medical School at 
Shanghai ; the Canton Christian College ; and the joint 
school at Changsha, a Union of the Medical Depart- 
ment of Yale in China and of the Hunanese School. 

Other work contemplated is meeting the salaries and 
expenses of additional medical missionaries appointed 
to well-established missionary hospitals, providing the 
salaries of exceptionally able Chinese doctors, as also 
those of foreign nurses, the establishment of scholar- 
ships for worthy and promising Chinese medical stu- 
dents, and the founding of a tuberculosis hospital. 
Like the erection of the Yale Mission's hospital at 
Changsha, which is intended to be a model for such 
buildings for all China, the China Medical Board will 
aim always to insist upon the highest standards in all 
medical. mission work. The May China Medical 
Journal devotes much of its space to an appreciative 
review of this new and epoch-making movement in 
medical missions. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


N ADVENTUROUS young fellow known as 
** Dare Devil Jack”’ has been in the habit of 
giving street crowds in Philadelphia a thrill by 
climbing with his bare hands up the front of office 
buildings to a dizzy height. He tried it one day last 
February. ‘‘ Cheers which could be heard for two 
blocks away went up from the crowd when he rubbed 
the palms of his two hands and _ started on his sky- 
ward journey. ... Ashe passed the third story he 
turned his face sideways. ‘It’s cold up here.’... 
Ali went well until he reached the fifth floor. ‘My 
hands are getting cold, I—.’ His hands left the gran- 
ite stone wall; his form shot downward.” His body 
landed on aroof below, and every one supposed he had 
been killed; but he was hurried to a hospital, where 
it was found that his leg was broken. He said he was 
not going to let a little thing like this fall worry him, 
but would soon be ready for another climb. 

Satan and his friends had a bad fall on Mt. Carmel. 
It looked bad enough to put him forever out of busi- 
ness. Unfortunately it did not; he was soon up and 
at it again. But the time is coming when he is going 
to have a final fall from his present place of power. 
qnene foresaw this and told us of it (Luke 1o: 18; 

ev. I2: 7-10). 


Our Background Material 

The Mt. Carmel test between God and his enemies 
reminds us of another great test that is yet to come 
between God and his enemies. It is impressive to 
realize that the scene will be not far from that same 
Mt. Carmel, at a place called Armageddon, the an- 
cient Megiddo, in the great Plain of Esdraelon which 
is sometimes and accurately called the battlefield of 
the centuries. ‘The present European War is some- 
times spoken of as Armageddon. It is not. But at 
the end of this age—and we may be very near it— 
there is to bea great and age-ending conflict between 
Christ and his enemies, who will be marshaled under 
the leadership of one <zalled the Anti-Christ (1 Jona 
2: 18), one who denies the Father and the Son (1 John 
2:22). At that time these godless and God-defying 
hosts of men and powers of evil will have to face 
the test whether they or God are greater. This great 
test and battle, of which that on Mt. Carmel was a 
faint foreshadowing, is described in Revelation 16: 
13-16; 19: 11-21. ‘The doom of the prophets of Baal 
is a hint of the doom of the ‘* beast” and the ** false 
prophet,” ** whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the 
breath of his mouth, and bring to nought by the 
manifestation of his coming ”’ (2 Thess. 2: 8). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 

in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 

those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Ahab’s first bitter, resentful, sullen word to Elijah, 
as they meet for the first time after more than three 
years of desperate, destructive drought, ‘Is it thou, 
thou troubler of Israel ?” (v. 18) reminds one of Roose- 
velt’s reply when he was accused of having stirred 
up a lot of trouble in the business world for every- 
body. His answer was, in effect, ‘‘I am not making 
this trouble; I am only uncovering the trouble that 
others have already made.” 

If we cry out in our hearts against God and demand 
why he is troubling us so, let us ask ourselves why 
we have troubled 47m so. It is not punishment for 
law-breaking that is the real trouble; it is the law- 
breaking itself. Sin is always worse than the pun- 
ishment for sin. God’s will is that we should be 
wholly and continuously free from any and all real 
trouble. To do his will is to keep out of trouble. 

What the famine had accomplished is described by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). Ahab’s and Elijah’s in- 
terview is given in boy language by Mr. Rogers (1). 

Ahab takes orders from Elijah now. Why? ‘The 
question is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 2). 

It was an abrupt beginning that Elijah made with 
Israel, when he had them face to face. ‘‘ How long 
go ye limping?” he thundered at them. And they 
couldn’t answer. Think of the ignominy of God’s 
Chosen People, remembering the miracles he had 
done for them, and saying not a word when asked if 
they would follow that God or the vile god whose 
vile worship they had been commissioned to exter- 
minate! Let us recognize the awful wickedness, the 
total depravity of the human heart (Gen. 6: 5; Jer. 
17:9; coms & 500) 883 9 260s. 82:73 Titus ss 2g). 

Show the class how the Baal prophets appeared 
that day (Griffith Thomas, II, @). 

But choose people must and do, whether they want 
to or not. A man_in Missouri limped less on one leg, 


SEPTEMBER 5. ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL 


1 Kings 18 : 16-40. Commit verses 36, 37 


Golden Text: Jehovah is far from the wicked; but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.—Proverbs 15 : 29 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee wf my | in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 18 : 30-39.] 

30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me ; 
and all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the 
altar of Jehovah that was thrown down. 31 And Elijah took 
twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons 
of Jacob, unto whom the word of Jehovah came, saying, Israel 
shall be thy name, 32 And with the stones he built an altar 
in the name of Jehovah; and he made a trench about the 
altar, as great as would contain !1two measures of seed. 33 
And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, 
and laid it on the wood. And he said, Fill four jars with water, 
and pour it on the burnt-off-ring, and on the wood. 34 And 
he said, Do it the second time ; and they did it the second 
time. And he said, Do it the third time; and they did it the 
third time. 35 And the water ran round about the altar ; and 
he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it came to pass 
at the time of the offering of the evening oblation, that Elijah 
the prophet came near, and said, O Jehovah, the God of Abra- 
ham, of Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou 
art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have 
done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O Jehovah, 
hear me, that this people my know that thou, py art 
God, 2 and ¢haé thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 
Then the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, 
and the wood,-and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces ; and they said, Jehovah, he is God ; 
Jehovah, he is God. 

1 Or, a two-seah measure 2 Or, for thou didst turn their heart 
backward 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by J omas Nelson and Sons 
Jy 


* 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 
These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 

Verse 17.—Why did Ahab call Elijah the troubler of 
Israel ? (Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 2; Rogers, 1.) 

Verse 21.—In what sense were the people ‘limping 
between the two sides ’’? (Griffith Thomas II, 3; Illus- 
trations, 1; Rogers, 2.) 

Verse 22.—Was it true that Elijah was the only prophet 
of Jehovah left? (Griffith Thomas, 11, 4.) 

Verse 26.—Did the prophets of Baal really believe that 
their god could send fire? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4; 
Rogers, 3.) 

Verse 28.—Why did the people abuse themselves in this 
way? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4; Mackie, 2; Baldwin, 4.) 

Verse 29.—In what sense did they prophesy? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 31.—Why did Elijah take twelve stones to build 
the altar ? (Griffith Thomas, II, § ; Ridgway, 2; Rogers, 4.) 

Verse 32,—-Ilow much space would two measures of 
seed take ? (Griffith Thomas, II, §; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 36.—Had Elijah been directed by God to make 
this test? (Griffith Thomas, II, §.) 

Verse 40.--Did Elijah slay the prophets with his own 
hands? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) Was this the will of 
God, or was Elijah acting on his own initiative? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6.) 








after he had chosen, than before that on two legs 
(Round-Table, 1). And in choosing between the 
various religions of the world, let us not be deceived 
by the fact that counterfeit religions contain much 
that is true (Round-Table, 2). : 

Describe the frenzied scene on Mt. Carmel after 
the test was under way (Ridgway, 1). Were the 
Baal prophets sincere or not? Did they expect to 
win? See what the class think. It is discussed in 
Pucker’s class (Rogers, 3). Some or most of them 
may have been sincere, honestly believing that their 
terrible intensity and frenzy and personal mutilation 
would get what they wanted from their god. This 
sort of thing happens in the heathen world to-day 
(Baldwin, 1). It is a part of the awful deception 
which lying Satan causes men to believe who won’t 
obey God. 

An Oriental tradition tells how the Baal prophets 
tried to cheat (Mackie, 1). Suppose they had cheated 
in concealing fire somewhere in the wood? ‘They 
might have fooled the people; they might have fooled 
even Elijah; but they could not fool God,—it would 
have been an easy thing for Him to put out such fire. 

When God’s man gets his turn, he takes impres- 
sively extreme measures toshow the people that there 
is to be no trickery or deception in what is to follow. 
It made it *‘impossible” for that sacrifice to be 
burned,—drenching and soaking it and the altar with 
water. But things cannot be too hard for God when 
He is really being put to the test before the eyes of 
his people and of Satan’s worshipers. 


Elijah praysin simple trust and love. For he asks 


God to reveal his power, not in order to punish his 
sinful, rebellious people, but to show ‘' that thou hast 


. 





- 





turned their heart back again.” Ask the class to dis- 
cover six significant points in Elijah’s prayer. 

Fire iscleansing. God's fire burning up the offered 
sacrifice showed that he accepted and cleansed it, 
His cleansing fire triumphantly leaped past the bar- 
rier—the water—that had been put between himself 
and the offered sacrifice. If we put ourselves into 
Christ’s hands, nothing ‘‘ shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Rom. 8 : 39). 


The Truth That Is Golden 

God when trusted meets every test that men or cir- 
cumstances or Satan can confront him with or oppose 
tohim. In the person of Christ he passes through 
closed doors (John 20: 26). He cleanses as only fire 
can cleanse those who trust him. He gives them 
peace in the midst of the most disquieting circum- 
stances, as he gave Elijah. He gives them miracu- 
lous power. Heis unhindered in the working of his 
love and power by any and every form of natural 
circumstances and even natural or scientific law, 
God is love. He loves to be trusted. His love hates 
sin. He purges out sin, he destroys sin; because he 
is love he destroys those who permanently choose sin 
in place of himself. If we will trust him completely 
and continuously our life will be at his hands a com- 
plete miracle and a continuous miracle. Nothing 
can prevent this, not all the water that is poured 
over us apparently deluging ourselves, our hopes, our 
surroundings, our prospects. Satan or our friends 
will often try to ‘* throw cold water” over us in God’s 
service: it does not disturb God; it need not disturb 
us; it never hinders him; it need never hinder us. 


Teaching Points 
God, not Elijah, decided when the rain was to come 
(18:1); but God wanted Elijah to pray for it, as he did 


- (18 : 42; Jas. 5 : 18). ° 


The pagan prophets ate at Jezebel’s table. Sinners self- 
ishly look after each other’s needs. Self is at the root of 
this, not unselfishness, ‘* Honor among thieves ”’ springs 
really from self, not unselfishness or real honor. 

Satan would undoubtedly have set fire to that sacrifice 
of Baal’s prophets if he had been permitted to doso, But 
Satan can do nothing except what God permits; and just 
at this time God saw to it that Satan was powerless, 

Elijah asked God to show every one that what Elijah was 
doing was the carrying out of God’s plans (v. 36). Can we 
always ask God for this concerning our activities ? 


The extermination of all the Baal prophets was wholly 
in keeping with God’s judgment, throughout the whole 
Bible and throughout eternity, on those who are deliber- 
ately, permanently and therefore hopelessly sinning. It 
was no more harsh or cruel than is the work of a life-saving 
surgeon in cutting a cancer out of the body that he is seek- 
ing tosave, And Elijah was obeying God’s law (Griffith 
Thomas, (II, 6). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was Elijah’s reference to himself (v. 22) egotistical ? 

Was Elijah right in mocking the prophets of Baal? 
(v. 27.) 

Why did God let the cruel drought last so long? Would 
not one or two years have done as well? 


Was it fair that the innocent should suffer with the guilty 
during the drought and famine ? 


How could Ahab or any one in Israel continue to disobey 
God after the Carmel experience ? 


Do most people ‘‘limp’’ between the two sides of a re- 
ligious question, or do they take a clean-cut, dogmatic posi- 
tion? Give your reasons, 

Why were the Baal prophets willing to let this test be 
made? Why didn’t they or Ahab kill Elijah at the outset? 


What do you like best about Elijah’s prayer ? 
A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


| For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 


Elijah’s Flight and Return (1 Kings 19). 

God can see more to discourage him in one minute 
than all men can see in a lifetime; but God is never 
discouraged. His great man Elijah trusted God 
against a king and against almost a thousand pro- 
phets; but when it came to trusting God against the 
power of an enraged and wicked woman—? Yet Eli- 
jah had as wonderful experiences in his discourage- 
ment as he ever had in his time of fearless faith. 


May it have been a duty for Elijah to flee and thus pro- 
tect his own life ? 

Which kind of men does God look after, those who are 
trusting him or those who are distrusting him ? 

When is it right to plead our own good record before God? 

What was the work that God still had for Elijah to do? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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N MOST great lives there is often some event or 
period which is the culmination of everything 
that has preceded. Like a mountain peak it 

stands out from all else. Such was the offering of 
Isaac in Abraham’s lifé; the work 2 oseph in Egypt; 
the forty pow of leadership by Moses; the public 
ministry of Christ; the apostleship of Paul. very- 
thing that went before in each case led up to and 
prepared for the special work. So with men outside 
the Bible, as Wellington at Waterloo and Lincoln at 
Washington; all else was a training and preparation. 
Such was Carmel to Elijah. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—Three and a half years had elapsed 
since Ahab and Elijah had met. Ahab had sought 
Elijah in vain (18 : 10), because God was neapieg him 
for this special time. The famine had brought in- 
creasing suffering, and doubtless also a deepening 
conviction that Elijah’s words were true. (1) 

The worship of Baal should be carefully studied, 
and its features of idolatry and sensuality noted 
(The Sunday School Times, January 28, rg1I). 

Time.— Beecher dates this event 909 B. C. Others 
favor a century later, 


II. The Lesson 

All centers on Elijah, and he should be made the 
pivot, the central and prominent figure in the picture. 

Elijah Obeying (vs. 1, 2).—God’s time had come 
for him to leave the seclusion of Zarephath with its 
quiet, its hallowed memories, and its fellowship (17 : 
16-24). ‘The prophet’s times were in God’s hands 
(Psa. 31 : 15), and after the waiting was to come the 
work of witnessing. And although it meant danger 
there was no hesitation, for Elijah had learned to 


_obey God first (17: 1). He feared God, and therefore 


did not fear Ahab. ‘ 

Elijah Commanding (vs. 3-20). He who had 
learned to obey could command. First, he com- 
manded Obadiah (3-16), the godly head of Ahab’s 
household, a strange position for such a man. Ahab 
seems to have been tolerant; perhaps it was the 
homage of wickedness to religion, a dishonest man 
liking to have a trustworthy servant, a thief admir- 
ing honesty in other people. Obadiah was afraid of 
Ahab, and his own temperament seems to have been 
weak and fearful. But Elijah’s personality overpow- 
ered him. ‘This was the prophet’s first victory. 

Then came the greater task, that of commanding 
the king (17-20). Ahab in calling Elijah the troubler 
of Israel probably hoped to abash the prophet, but 
this was impossible. Once again the king is seen to 
be weak rather than wicked, and his idolatry was 
probably theoretical rather than practical. The way 
in which he obeys Elijah shows that in different 
hands from those of his strong wife he might have 
been a very different man. There was go threaten- 
ing of Elijah, but, instead, a manifest consciousness 
of the prophet’s truth and courage. Perhaps, too, 
he liked the idea of Elijah’s proposal, an intellectual 
combat, a genuine test. (2) 

Carmel is the one great mountain ridge in North- 
ern Palestine near the Mediterranean. On the east 
it is about 1,700 feet above the sea, and on the map 
it stands out at that end ona bold promontory, and 
reaches inland for twelve miles, gradually leading 
down to the plain of Esdraelon. Geographically 
Carmel is one of the most prominent features of Pal- 
estine, but historically it is associated beyond all 
else with this event in the history of Elijah. The 

rophets of Baal had been introduced into Israel by 
Tepsbal, and their number shows the extent of the 
false worship. ‘The prophets of the Asherah mean 
those of the grove at Jezreel, where the idolatrous 
and disgraceful ceremonies were enacted. It is sig- 
nificant that in all ages idolatry and sensuality have 
been closely associated. It is so with Hinduism to- 
day. The honor put on idolatry by Jezebel is seen 
by the fact that they partook of her bounty, eating 
‘*from” (not ‘‘at”) her table (v. 19). 

Elijah Waiting.—Here we must read between the 
lines, for it would take some days to gather the 
prophets and people (v. 20). Meanwhile the prophet 
was alone, waiting patiently and confidently. It was 
like a lull before a storm, a pause before a battle. 
We can imagine the prophet with characteristic force 
longing for the test,-and yet waiting oz God as he 
waited for him. ‘There was no fear as to the out- 
come, for he knew whom he believed. 

Elijah Rebuking (v. 21).—At last the time came, 
and at once the prophet charged the people with in- 
decision. Without mincing his words he plunged 
into the heart of his subject, telling them of the way 
in which they had tried to unite the two kinds of 
worship. Like little birds in a tree or cage, hopping 
between two branches or perches, they had proved 


their utter uselessness to God or Baal. So the 
' 


prophet asked how long this was to last, and urged 
them to be men and choose one side or the other. 
The silence of the people showed their consciousness 
of guilt. The arrow had gone home; they knew thé 
charge of compromise was true. (3) 

Elijah Challenging (vs. 22-29).—The four hun- 
dred and fifty prophets of Baal were probably gor- 
geous in their vestments, proud in the smile of roy- 
alty, and a great contrast to the solitary prophet in 
rude attire. He was the only prophet of God at 
work; the rest were hiding. But the majesty of 
truth soon asserted itself, and Elijah, although alone, 
made an appeal to the people direct, not to Ahab or 
the priests, not to the few, but the many. And the 
appeal was to fact, not argument or exhortation. 
Truth’s challenge to the world is perpetual, and its 
appeal is always to fact, reality, to what it can do for 
its followers. Christianity allows and makes this prac- 
tical appeal. The people accepted the challenge (24), 
and a full spertunty of testing was given (25-29). 
The false religion had ample scope. First came in- 
vocation of the god, then leaping on the altar, then 
gashing themselves in their frenzy of enthusiasm to 
testify their faith in their god. As they had ac- 
cepted Elijah’s challenge it was essential to attempt 
something, and probably they had some belief in the 
god. Last of all, they uttered something in ecstasy 
(29), that could be called prophesying (1 Sam. 18 : 
10; 1 Kings 22 : 12), but even then there was nothing 
to show. False religions from Cain onward have 
never done anything for mankind. Nosins forgiven, 
no mourners’ tears dried, no escape-from death as- 
ured ; nothing to cope with the three great facts of 
life: sin, suffering, and death. The gospel alone can 
meet these needs. (4) 

Elijah Witnessing (vs. 25-39).—Then came the 
turn of Jehovah’s servant. Notice how quiet, self- 
contained, strong, satisfied he is; he knows all, and 
is sure that Jehovah will manifest himself. First, 
he makes careful preparation (25-35), no doubt as 
directed by God. e repairs the altar that (perhaps) 
Ahab had thrown down (1 Kings 19 : 10). With sure 
confidence in the essential unity of the nation he 
takes twelve (not ten) stones (Josh. 4: 5) and builds 
an altar. Then a trench is made, deep enough to 
hold about six gallons of seed (sea, three gallons). 
There is to be no subterfuge, no charm, no trickery. 
Everything is done to let the people see the genu- 
ineness of the test, four jars being filled three times, 
thus flooding to avoid any suggestion of fraud. ‘Then 
also the divine law is observed (Lev. 1 : 3-9). (5) 

At last all is ready, and we can imagine the hush 
of expectancy, with all eyes fixed on the solitary 
man. But no, there is one thing yet tobe done. The 
prophet must not only prepare, but pray (36-39), and 
what a prayer it was! Atthe time of the evening 
offering (3 P. M.) he commenced to pray. He links 
himself on to the past as he remembers what God 
had been in days of old, the covenant God, Jehovah, 
and the God of their fathers. He prays for God’s 
glory and for himself as Jehovah’s servant, that it may 
be seen by those around how everything had been 
done at the divine word of command (Jer. 14: 22). 

Then came the answer (38). By a divine, miracu- 
lous interposition God quickly justified himself, vin- 
dicated his servant, and glorified his name, compell- 
ing the people to take a definite stand on the side of 
himself, the God of Israel, and against Baal (39, 21). 
We can imagine something of the quiet, holy joy that 
filled the soul of Elijah. 

Elijah Completing (vs. 40-46). But the work was 
not yet done. Punishment had to be given (v. 40). 
‘The people were further tested by being called upon 
to put the false prophets to death. This is the real 
meaning of the command. Not that Elijah himself 
did it, but the people, by his order. In view of the 
law against idolatry (Deut. 13: 6-9; 27 : 26) we see 
why this was done. The king had failed to do his 
duty; the prophet will see it is done. While we to- 
day look at things from a New ‘Testament stand- 
point we must not forget the unique position of 
Israel and of the prophets in regard to surrounding 
idolatry. God could not tolerate any rival. It wasa 
rough way of emphasizing an undoubted truth, that 
sin must have no quarter, that God is utterly opposed 
to evil. ‘To-day the methods differ, but the principle 
is exactly the same. (6) 

But there was mercy as well as judgment (41-46). 
After the sevenfold prayer for rain Elijah, the great 
witness of the true God, takes the humble place of 
the herald running before the king, lest the mighty 
monarch should appear disgraced after such a mar- 
velous day. Thus again the man of God, so mighty 
on Carmel, stoops and becomes a servant, and glori- 
fies God to the end of that memorable day. So we 
leave him a while, and try to imagine something of 
the holy ardor, quiet joy, and thankful humility of 
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his soul as he realizes that his God was vindicated 
and glorified once more. 


Ill. Central Truths 


1. The Need of Decision.—Every life has its Car- 
mel, the same conflict is being waged between good 
and evil, Christ and Satan, Jehovah and Baal. 
There is no neutral ground, and an undecided life is 
a useless life. Life is a race, and what can a lame 
man do? a wrestle, and what can a maimed man do ? 
Indecision is at once absurd, cowardly, and sinful: 
absurd, because impossible to serve two masters ; 
cowardly, because fear is contemptible; sinful, be- 
cause our lives are under obligation to God and right. 
For all these reasons the appeal is, ‘‘ How long limp 
ye ?” and the call, ‘‘ Choose ye” (Josh. 24: 15). 

2. The Maintenance of Decision.—The act must 
become an attitude, Some are afraid, lacking moral 
backbone. Look at Obadiah; he could not have 
lived at Ahab’s court if he had been like Elijah. 
Ahab could tolerate Obadiah, but not Elijah. No 
truce is ever possible with sin. Our life must be ag- 
gressive. ‘‘ Virtue that is not enthusiastic is not 
safe.” We must be strong, not merely at crises, but 
always. 

3. The Guarantee of Decision.—lf it be said that 
this is hard, the reply is, so is everything worth 
while. But in reality when we learn the secret of 
decision and determination it is not so difficult, after 
all, because we realize that it is not to be accom- 
plished in any strength of our own. We have 
already seen that the primary secret of Elijah’s life 
was the reality of God (17:1), and ‘*God first” 
makes all the difference. And then the story of 
Carmel proceeds to reveal-that the practical power of 
Elijah’s life is his habit of prayer (36, 42). It was 
this that led to his decision being maintained. He 
was essentially a man of prayer (Jas. 5:17), and 
prayer always means power. This is the truth of 
the Golden Text. God !s indeed far from the wicked, 
but he hears the prayer of those who are right with 
him. ‘All things are possible to him that believeth” 
(Mark g : 23). 

IV. A Lesson Outline 
. Obeying (2 Tim, 1 : 6-13). 
. Commanding (Deut. 30 : 15-20), 
. Waiting (Psa. 27 : 11-14). 
. Rebuking (Josh. 23 : 11-16). 
. Challenging (Josh. 24 : 14-24). 
. Witnessing (Neh. 9 : 32-38). 
. Completing (Psa, 28 : 1-9). 
Wyc irre COLLEGE, TORONTO. 
% 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


An Everyday Sight.— Come near unto me; and all 
the people came near unto him (v.30). As,I take up 
this lesson all the ‘‘ fans” are baseball crazy over 
the ‘* World Series.” It is a splendid thing for folks 
to be enthusiastic over good, clean sport. But the 
most exciting athletic contest that ever was is a game 
of chess in comparison to this match on Mt. Carmel. 
‘There is not a fellow in our Sunday-schools with any 
ginger in his make-up who will not tingle at this 
encounter between a lone man and an entire nation. 
A prophet and his unseen God against a bad king 
and a worse queen (Psa. 2: 2, 4; 52:7; Josh. 23: 
10). Any one who at a ‘** Wild West” or county fair 
has seen the ‘‘ Indians” giving a war dance can ap- 
preciate this scene on Mt. Carmel. Four hundred 
and fifty yelling, dancing, frenzied ‘* medicine men”’ 
for the star performers, and a chorus of four hundred 
grove men to add to the din. And out above it all 
towers the lone, calm, self-contained prophet of God 
‘‘rubbing it in” on the passion-crazed Baalers, Then 
coolly calling the crowd to gather round him, And 
just such a contest is on every day. It is one of the 
thrills of life to watch it and be in it. Wickedness 
dances all about us, yelling and slashingitself. But 
after all never anything doing—but death. Here 
stands the Christian with steady nerve, undisturbed, 
by the altar of God, sure of the answer by fire. And 
one lone man cleans up a community. (1) 


The Speaking Stones.—LZ/ijah took twelve stones 
(v. 31). If there were no crops in Chester Valley for 
three rainless years even the toughest citizen would 
be feeling a little blue in spite of all our priests’ of 
Baal might do. He would be in just the right trim to 
kindle the spark of the family religion that is always 
to be found smouldering under the ashes of the most 
burnt-out godless life. ‘‘ My grandfather was a good 
old Methodist,” I heard one of the toughest proudly 
boast (John 8: 33). The Oriental is an expert on 
symbols, and every one of the sun-scorched and hun- 
gry crowd knew what Elijah was publishing to them 
when he piled his altar of twelve stones. When you 
make an address and refer to the Big Four or the 
Four Hundred you don’t have to explain. Neither 
did Elijah. Men can think back to the used-to-be 
when they are hungry (Luke 15:16, 17). These 
stones would be fine think-starters. It is always a 
good thing for any fellow to climb down his family 
tree—if the limbs below are good strong ones. Here 
in America they usually are. Some are doing their 
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best to keep them so. Did you ever hear a man boast, 
‘*My grandfather was a tavern-keeper,” or‘t I am 
descended from a distiller”? (2) 

The Tender Hour.—A/ the time of the offering of 
the evening oblation (vy. 36). The best hour of all 
the day, on Mt. Carmel and everywhere else—when 
there is an altar, At that time the story of the day 
is all told, for good or bad. ‘The daily toil is done. 
The master of the day wraps the crimson clouds of 
the golden west about him and slips off home, ‘‘ and 
leaves the world to darkness and to me,” The world's 
greatest lyric paints the hour, In godless Israel there 
were no homeward plodding plow-boys. No lowing 
herds wind slowly o’er the lea, Never are when 
Satan runs things in Israel, Africa, or America. Not- 
withstanding the sky over Israel had been brass for 
many a day, and the great red disk of the scorching 
sun had dropped naked into the sea night after night, 
vet away off yonder by the pillars of Hercules God 
had his cloud chariots harnessed ready to rush to the 
help of his people the instant their hearts should turn 
to him (Deut. 33 : 26-29). Are the skies brass and 
burning for you ? Do drought and famine consume 
you? Is life a desert with everything burned up? 
Get busy and build up that altar this very evening as 
the September sun kisses the western hills, Watch 
what will happen. God is waiting to send his great 
water-wagon of blessing to you as soon as Baal is 
cast out. 

At Meadowbrook.— Zhen the fire of Jehovah fell 
(v. 38). Elijah never asked for falling fire. He just 
built:the altar and prayed this little er you have 
just read (Matt. 6:8). When Uncle Billy Watson 
‘*the renter” bought 
and all,” he never asked God to make him the most 
successful farmer in the Valley. He just built the 


altar, and he and Aunt Sally and ‘‘the kids” got: 


around it every day in the year, ‘‘at the time of the 
offering of the evening oblation.” The fire seems to 
have fallen by the prosperous look of things up around 
the farm. When the sweet twilight comes into the 
Valley and the crescent hangs in its beauty over the 
Brandywine hills, Uncle Billy always sees it over his 
left shoulder. But he never makes a wish. He lifts 
up aprayer. And the prayer-is always the same. 
‘*Dear Lord, make William Watson the farmer a 
better man." All things the Watsons touch seem to 
go, from Aunt Sally's preserving to Uncle Billy's 
deals in Westerncattle. God knew what Elijah needed 
and sentit. God knows what you need and will send 
it—if there is an altar and a sacrifice. Yes, George, 
I know, some folks seem to get no answer to prayers. 
I used to spin a prayer wheel myself. Neither God 
nor man is apt to give folks things unless they really 
want them. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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7. 
The Illustration Round-Table 
LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 


sllustration each week. Acircular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent fora 
two-cent stamp. 

Telegrams.—He heareth the prayer of the right- 
eous (Golden Text), One night a man working for 
a great London newspaper was out very late, gather- 
ing news, and when he came back to the office he 
could not get in because the man on the third floor, 
where the office was, had fallen asleep; do what he 
could he was not able to wake him up. So he went 
to the nearest telegraph office and sent a message to 
Edinburgh, and it read, ‘‘ Wake up the man in the 
third story.” Then he went back to the door and in 
a little while down came his companion to open the 
door. The message went all the way to Edinburgh 
and then back to London, and it did the work that he 
couldn’t do, and he was within a few steps of the 
very place he wanted to be. God cando some things 
for us better than we can do them ourselves, or better 
than our friends can do them for us ; and prayer is 
the way we talk to God.”—From ‘‘Children's Story 
Sermons,” by the Rev. Hugh T. Kerr. Sent by 
H. H, Hoffmeyer, Baltimore, Mad. 


Why He Decided.— How long go ye limping be- 
tween the two sides? (vy. 21.) Down in Missouri 
there lives an old one-legged soldier who is particu- 
larly active in the Christian life, watching every 
opportunity to be of use both in testimony and in 
personal endeavor. The event that led to his deci- 
sion and clean-cut experience is interesting. During 
the war his little boy, hearing much of the contro- 
versy regarding ‘‘ Federals” and ‘‘ Rebels,” became 
possessed with the desire to know the side on which 
his father stood. One morning he asked his mother, 
‘‘What is father, a Federal or a Rebel?” At first 
she tried to put him off, but so persistently did he 

ress his query that she finally said, ‘* Indeed, child, 

don’t know; you'll havetoaskhim.” The fact was, 
the father was ‘‘on the fence,” and had been hiding 
whenever Federals or Rebels appeared in the neigh- 
borhood. But so forcibly did his child’s question 
strike him that he was straightway convicted of his 
cowardice and came out boldly for the cause in which 
he fought until a-ball shattered his limb. The de- 
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cisiveness of character that came to him that day led 
him later loyally and boldly to proclaim his allegiance 
to Christ.—/rom Paul Gilbert, in The Expositor. 
Sent by the Rev. T. J. Gaehr, Ph. D., Camden, O. (1) 


Which ?—// Jehovah be God, follow him, but if 
Baal, then follow him (vy. 21). William Hunt, the 
artist, was out out one day with his pupils, sketching. 
One of the young men was engaged in sketching a 
landscape bathed in the glory of the setting sun. In 
the foreground stood a large barn. Mr. Hunt watched 
the young men quietly for a while, and then said to 
him most impressively: ‘‘If you spend so much time 
in painting the shingles on that barn, you will never 
have time to paint that sunset. You will have to 
choose between the two.”—From the Sunday Circle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 

No Compqeuion.—- 7 Jehovah be God, follow him ; 
but if Baal, then follow him (v. 21). Now comes a 
wise editor, and remarks: ‘‘A century ago the atti- 
tude toward the pagan religions was that they were 
all false, while Christianity alone was true. Now 
this classification of ‘true and false’ is being given 
up by all careful students of religion, because the 
pagan religions teach some moral truths.” Now let 
the editor substitute coin for religion: “A century 


ago the attitude toward outside coins was that they 


were all false, while the mint coins alone were true. 
Now this classification of genuine and bogus is being 
given up by all careful students of numismatics, be- 
cause all coins contain some true metal.” The bank 
teller who reasoned that way would soon lose his po- 
sition. Noone says that truths in pagan religions are 
false, but that the religions which contain them are 
spurious and powerless.—From Dr. William Ash- 
more, in Baptist Misstonary Magazine, Sent by 
E. W. Hicks, Chicago, Ill. The prize for this week 
ts awarded to this tllustration. (2) 


The Same. . . To-day.— Thai this people may know 
thet. thou, Jehovah, art God (v.37). Ina letter from 
a missionary of the Nyasaland Mission dated March 
I, 1915, the writer: says ‘* God is hearing prayer and 
showing himself as he did on Mt. Carmel to be the 
one true God. A notable instance of this appeared 
in the February number of the Kunigsbode (King’s 
Messenger). It was very dry and famine threatened, 
for the maize had begun to dry upin the gardens, 
The heathen offered beer, fowls, and goats to the 
spirits, but no raincame. Then they brought their 
greatest offering, a perfectly black ox, but still no 
help. Kapata Mayo, chief of the district round Fort 
eo went to the Administrator for another ox 
or a second offering. Mr. Chisnuaye, the magistrate, 
said to him, ‘Do you not think it would be better to 
go to Mr. Pauw (the missionary) and ask him to pray 
for rain next Sunday?’ ‘Will this help?” asked 
the chief. ‘Yes, certainly,’ said Mr. Chisnaye. He 
gave him a note to me explaining the desire of the 
old chief. I was not at home when he came, but on 
returning I found the letter on my table. On Satur- 
day I went to Kapata’s village and found him ready 
to come with all his people on the following day. On 
Sunday morning he was there in good time, and be- 
fore the time for service the church was well-filled. 
I packed the children into the aisles, and still many 
were obliged to stand outside the door. It was a 
beautiful sight. I silently prayed that God would 
glorify himself on that day, and he did. With much 
interest they listened to the story of Elijah and the 
prophets of Baal on Carmel. I simply told them the 
story, and applied it to the circumstances of that day. 
Then we prayed. ‘Toward the end of the service the 
sky began to darken. I found myself looking through 
the window and wondering what would be the out- 
come of the clouds. On my way to the house there 
began to fall a few large drops, and I was just at 
home when a heavy downpour of rain began which 
lasted more than an hour. Every day since there 
have been rains, and the danger of famine is over, 
thank God. Last Sunday the church was again well- 
filled. Many old people who formerly did not attend 
our service were present.”—from a circular letter 
tssued by the Nyasaland Mission of Central Africa, 
May 12, 1915. Sent by Jane B. James, Toronto, 
Canada. 

** Efficiency.”— Then the fire of Jehovah fell (v. 
38). Referring to belief in the efficiency of modern 
church organizations and the tendency to trust in 
them rather than in God, the remark was made, ‘‘If 
fire does not fall from heaven, some one is ready with 
a match.”—From The Homiletic Review. Sent by 
Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


IVE us two bullocks (v. 23). As an illustration 
of the way in which the Jewish oral tradition 
added details of absurd exaggeration to the 

Scripture narrative, it is stated by the rabbis that 
those two bullocks were twin calves always grazing 
in the same pasture and attended to by the same hand. 
When one of them found that his lot was to be a wit- 
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ness to Baal, he received the gift of speech, and ob- 
jected to being used as a witness to Baal, and refused 
to move from the spot. Elijah urged him to comply, 
as his refusal would be turned against the prophet of 
God as having tampered with the evidence. ‘The 
animal however refused to act against his conscience, 
saying, ‘‘I stand here as a witness to the glory of m 
Creator.” So Elijah killed him where he stood and 
gave the carcass to the prophets of Baal. 


Put no fire under (v. 23). Thesame tradition tells 
that Hiel (16 : 34) arranged with the prophets of Baal 
to hide in a hole made under the altar, and to light a 
fire of thorns and wood secretly placed there, when 
he heard the priests shouting ‘‘O Baal, hear us,” 
But the scheme of this Guy Fawkes of the Old Testa- 
ment was frustrated by the poison fangs of a serpent 
that bit the intruder! (1) 


Cut themselves after their manner with knives 
(v. 28). ‘The manner has been handed down and is 
repeated by the dancing Dervishes (wandering de- 
votee beggars) of Islam in the contortions and excite- 
ment of the religious dance. It is now prohibited in 
Egypt. (2) 

Fill four jars with water (v. 33). Atsuch atime 
of water-famine, and when Baal-worship could be so 
openly upheld, such an expenditure would have been 
a serious challenge to the faith of Israel. As in the 
American Revised Version, the reference is to the 
ordinary fountain-jar containing about a pailful of 
water. (3) 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE number 32, marked on the northeast slope of 
Mt. Carmel, indicates where we may stand to 
see what is in all probability the actual place 
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where the altar fire answered Elijah’s prayer. Those 
long lines extending northward show how far our 
view reaches into the distance. 

It is a sort of shelf or shoulder of the mountain on 
which we stand. Behind us and at our left the land 
slopes upward. Directly before us is a nearly level 
space; then beyond that the ground descends toward 
Esdraelon plain, broad and hazy inthesunshine. We 
look far out over the fields and pastures of that plain, 
— the dim bulk of some hills between here and 

yre.’ 

Traditions that have come down tous through many 
centuries declare that this level space is where the 
aitars were built on that eventfulday. Water for 
drenching the sacrifice may have been brought from 
a spring that is still to be found only a few rods dis- 
tant; its waters almost never fail even in a season of 
severest drought. Many of the people who gathered 
here were Esdraelon farmers, harried with anxiety 
for their dried-up crops in those distant fields. Baal 
had not helped them. They waited to know if there 
were indeed a God who was the Lord of heaven and 
earth, 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Rock of Elijah’s altar 
on Mt. Carmel and the plain of Esdraelon.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the ~ 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places veaZ. Forty-five places are to be visited 
in 1915; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, if all are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is 
given free. Twelve places are visited and described during 
the third quarter ; cost of stereographs$2. The three for Septem- 
ber 5o cents. Less than three in one order are 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes, go cents each. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty- 
five or more at once, prices are: plain slides, go cents; sepia- 
tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or express is pre- 
paid on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 5 (1 Kings 18 : 16-40) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that in our times of special need 
thou dost more than meet our need with thy 
power. When evil confronts us, why should 
we fear? Thou art Jehovah, and there is none 
like unio thee. Teach us, we pray thee, daily 
lessons of trust in thee, and may we draw upon 
thy heavenly resources with confidence. How 
liberal are the gifts of thy grace and power, O 
God! May we realize that thy hand is open 
toward us in outpoured blessing. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Once upon a time, 
when football was even a rougher game than 
jt is now, a student named Hector Cowan 
played on the Princeton team, He was a 
huge fellow. When he got started down 
the field with the ball it seemed to take 
pretty nearly the whole opposing team to 
stop him. He would run steadily along, 
brushing off a man now and then, and carry- 
ing two or three fellows clinging to him 
wherever they could get a fair hold, And 








he seemed to enjoy a load like that, if you | 
could judge by the smile on his face, and the | 


lift of his broad shoulders as he went through 
the line. Hector Cowan had such a lot of 


many another player could not. 

I like to think of Elijah, high up there on 
Mount Carmel, fairly rejoicing in his chal- 
lenge to the people, knowing that he could 
load on all the handicaps he could think of, 
and yet be confident of victory through God’s 
power. He made it easy for the Baal sacri- 
fice to burn, but no fire came, And when 
he arranged the altar for the sacrifice to Je- 
hovah, what did he put around it,—dry 
straw? Oh,—water, was it? And what 
did he pour over the altar,—oil ? 
you mean he poured water over it? 
that is just what he did. And how the fire 
swept it all up! Oh, don’t you know that 
to do things in that wonderful fashion, 
against all sorts of handicaps, is just the dear 
Lord’s way with those who trust him ? 

Are you facing a job that is too big for 


| thing was parched and dry. 


| and people were suffering for food and water. 
surplus strength that he could dare what | 





| brook or in the widow’s home. 


No? Do | to Obadiah, Go and tell Ahab, 


Yes: | 


you, a temptation that you fear will get you, | 


a problem that. is as dark as dark can be? 
Stand with Elijah on Carmel to-day, and let 
God show what he can do. He is equal to 
your need,—and infinitely more. 


JEHOVAH 





SINSE WE KNOW 
WHY NOT TRUST 











trust him? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
® 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** A mighty fortress is our God.”’ 
** Faith of our fathers, living still.’’ 
‘* How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord."’ 
‘' Jesus, and shall it ever be.”’ 
** Onward, Christian soldiers.’ 
** Stand up, stand up for Jesus."’ 
‘* The Son of God goes forth to war.”’ 
** Who is on the Lord's side ?”’ 

(References in parentheses are to the metrical 

Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 125 : I-5 (271 : I-3). 
Psalm 124 : 1-8 (269 : 
Psalm 97 : 1-12 (195 : 
Psalm rat : 1-8 (262: 1, 
Psalm 96 : 1-13 (193 : 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Include all of chapter 18 in the 
story, that the children may know that 
Elijah’s message came true. There 

was no rain until Elijah said that it should 
come again (vs. 41-45). 

Lesson Teaching. —Continue the same 
thought as for two weeks previous,—that 
God is near to help and care for his children, 
and that he hears their prayers. Add the 
thought that Jehovah is far from the wicked, 
not because he goes away from them, but the 
wicked turn away from God. 

Review.—All over the land of Israel idols 
had been set up. Some were shaped like 
Not one of 


calves, others were like men. 


| place for the test. 
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them could see, hear, feel, or know any- 
thing, yet the people bowed down and wor- 
shipea them, and turned away from the true 
God who had helped and cared for them so 
many times. (Repeat the First Command- 
ment and one clause of the Second, also 
Psalm 115 : 4-9.) 

At last God sent his prophet, Elijah, to 
tell King Ahab that there should be no dew 
nor rain for a long time. If Ahab’s idol, 
Baal, had any power he could send the rain. 
King Ahab was angry because of Elijah’s 
message, and would have killed him, but 
Elijah suddenly diaappeared where nobody 
could find him. Down by the brook, among 
the rocks, God took care of him. The birds 
brought food and he drank of the brook 
until the water dried up. Sing, ‘* How 
strong and sweet my Father’s care’’ (Carols, 
Leyda Publishing Company, Chicago, 25 
cents), 

Then God sent Elijah across the country 
to the home of a widow and her son, She 
cared for Elijah and God cared for her, 
Recall the whole story and repeat, He careth 


| for you. 


This Week's Lesson Story.—Three years 
went by and yet no rain had fallen. Every- 
Horses, mules, 


No grass could be found. Even King Ahab 
and his overseer, Obadiah, started in differ- 
ent directions to hunt for any spring or 
brook and for grass. A message from God 
came to Elijah: Go, show yourself unto 
Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth, 
On his way Elijah met Obadiah, who was 
greatly surprised to see him, He told Elijah 
how King Ahab had hunted everywhere for 
him in his own country and among other 
nations. All the time Elijah was safe by the 
Elijah said 
3ehold, Eli- 
jah is here. Obadiah was afraid to go lest 
Elijah would hide again. Elijah promised 
surely to see Ahab that day, and he did. 
When they met King Ahab said, Is it thou, 
troubler of Israel? Elijah answered, I have 
not troubled Israel, but you caused the 
trouble because you forsook the God of 
Israel and worshiped the idol, Baal. Idols 
cannot help at all. ‘Then Elijah challenged 
Ahab to a test to prove whether the idol, 
Baal, or Elijah’s God had power to help. 
Mt. Carmel, by the sea, was chosen as the 
Ahab called the people 
of Israel together to see what would happen. 
On one side was Elijah and his God; on 
the other were four hundred and _ fifty 
prophets and their idol, Baal. Elijah said 


| to the people, If Jehovah is God, follow 
If we know him can we do other than | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| altar should be the true God. 





him; if Baal, then follow him. ‘The test 
was this: Whichever could send fire on the 
All agreed. 
Baal’s prophets had the first trial. They 
prepared their altar, put wood on it, also the 
bullock for sacrifice. From morning until 


| early evening the prophets called and prayed 
| to Baal, but no answer came. 
| around the altar, and even cut themselves to 


please Baal, ‘They called, O Baal, hear us, 
but no -answer came. An idol could not 
hear. 

Then came Elijah’s turn, Very quietly 
he said to his people, Come near unto me. 
Describe his altar (vs. 31-35). When every- 


| thing was ready Elijah prayed (vs. 36, 37). 


God was near and heard his prayer. Fire 
came as swiftly as lightning and burned Eli- 
jah’s altar and sacrifice. ‘lhe people saw it 
and shouted, Jehovah, he is God! They, 
believed that Elijah’s God was so near that 
he could hear and answer. Sing, ‘*God is 
always near me’’ (Carols), and repeat, 
Jehovah is far from the wicked, but he hear- 
eth the prayer of the righteous. 

The rain had not yet come. Elijah said to 
Ahab, Get up, eat and drink, for there will 
soon be plenty of rain. While Ahab was 
eating and getting ready to go home, Elijah 
went toward the top of Mt. Carmel to pray. 
He sent his servant to look for clouds. Not 
until the seventh time did he see a cloud, as 
small asa man’s hand. It spread so fast that 
in a little while the sky was black with clouds 
and wind and there was a great rain. King 


Ahab rode in his chariot to Jezreel, but | 


Elijah ran all the way. 

If there is time let the children review the 
story in dialogue between Elijah, Obadiah, 
and Ahab. Let the class represent the peo- 
ple and prophets. 

‘Tome Work.—Encourage the children to 
reqnest that their parents shall read aloud to 
them 1 Kings 18. It is a thrilling story. 

/land-werk.—Draw something to show 
that Elijah’s prayer was heard and answered. 


They jumped’ 


(Possibly the altar and fire or a cloud and 
rain.) Closing: 
‘* Lord, who lovest little children, 
Hear us as we pray to thee,”’ 
CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


HAT a crowd had congregated in the 
downtown section of Chicago on 
election night to await presidential 

returns, Street-cars were blockaded for 
squares. No matter which way one desired 
to go, he had to go with the crowd, The 
yelling, shouting, and whistling was deafen- 
ing as a favorite candidate’s name was thrown 
upon the screen, Each person was enthusi- 
astic that his man should win, Let the girls 
name contests of various sorts with which 
they are familiar. 

People had gathered on Mount Carmel in 
Palestine some twenty-seven hundred years 
ago to witness the unique test of all hi:tory. 
It was to be proved whether the God Jeho- 
vah or the heathen god Baal was the real 
living and hearing God. 

‘The Israelites had treated God much as 
some children treat their parents. Parents 
lavish love and care upon them all through 
their babyhood. In early youth they leave 
home, get in with bad associates, evil ways, 
forget their parents, neglect to write to them, 
but their parents continue loving them; 
Israel was God’s own chosen people; they 
had forgotten him; they were worship- 
ing heathen idols instead. But God loved 
them still, ‘lo make them realize their utter 








helplessness apart from him, God withheld 
rain for three years, Do we ever compel 
God to send us hard things before we are 
willing to yield to him his rightful place in 
our lives? 

The three years without rain have passed. 
Imagine conditions: grass burned ;_ brooks 
and wells dried up; but little food; people 
starving; horses, sheep, and cattle perish- 
ing. Undoubtedly many were thinking of 
God as they never had done. God was 
ready to send them rain, but he deemed it 
wisest that the rain should come from: him 
in direct answer tothe prophet’s prayer. He 
hoped this would draw men tohim, Shame 
upon us that God has to entice us to himself 
when we ought to seek him eagerly ! 

When Ahab and the prophet Elijah meet, 
with what charge do they greet each other? 
(18 : 17, 18.) Which was right? What 
spirit is shown by Ahab’s coming to meet 
Elijah and doing Elijah’s bidding ? 

‘*And the people answered him not a 
word,’’ That’s the reply people usually 
make when you ask them why they are not 
with God. No girl can give a legitimate 
reason as to why she is not a Christian, for 
there is none to be given. Narrate vividly 
the events of the whole chapter. How was 
the test to be decided? (v. 24). Baal was 
asun-god, If any idol could bring down 
fire from heaven Baal ought to do it. How 
long did the people and prophets plead with 
Baal? What suggestions did Elijah make, 
mocking the people? 

People still resort to all sorts of things to 
appeal to their heathen gods. . Prayers are 
written upon slips of paper, rolled into wads, 
and flung toward their idols, If they stick 
upon them, the people believe their prayers 
are answered. When the people have asked 
the gods to remove sickness, misfortune, or 
disappointment, in order to appease them 
and gain their favor, they often bruise them- 
selves with sharp thorns, burn themselves, 
walk barefooted. or roll their naked bodies 
over a path of sharp nails and glass, or prac- 
tise other cruel tortures upon themselves. (1) 

Compare Elijah’s appeal to God with the 
noisy, barbarous-appeal the people had made. 
Having witnessed the failure. of Baal, the 
people are ready to listen to Elijah. Eli- 
jah ‘* repaired the altar of Jehovah that was 
thrown down.”’ Perhaps Christ isn’t mean- 
ing to some girls what he did when they 
were first united to him. - Look back and 
see what altar has been broken down. 
Maybe yon have been too busy to keep the 
morning watch; perhaps you pray only for 
yourself, or possibly not at all. There may 
have been a misunderstanding with some 
friend. You have not forgiven her. Perhaps 
there are homes or other places you visit 
where Christ cannot go; as you enter you 
leave him at the deer. Go, repair the altar. 
You will find Christ waiting fer you just 
where you leit him. 
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How did Elijah avoid all possibility of 
trickery? Perhaps some one _ inquires, 
‘Where did the water come from,’’ Au- 
thorities tell us there is a never-failing spring 
underneath the cliff of a rock there. 

Notice the prayer of the prophet. Elijah 
did not exult over the failure of the four hun- 
dred and fifty priests and the throng of 
people, nor did he thank God that he, one 
one pan, was so mighty. There is not a 
hint of self-seeking or desire for glory, but 
only ** that this people may know that thou, 
Jehovah, art God... that I have done all 
these things at thy word,’’ Elijah asked 
that the people should see not him but God, 
Ile wanted only to be known as God’s servant, 
through whom God accomplished his will 
and purpose, That’s the secret of joyous 
living as well as effectual prayer. Not for 
God to do for us things we want, but for us 
to live doing the things God wants, God 
does not fail to answer when the heart’s 
desire is to live for God's glory and to be 
found perfect and complete in the will of 
God, 

It was most unnatural for the offering, 
wood, and dust to burn when saturated with so 
much water, When Christ becomes our 
life he transforms the most unlovely char- 
acter, burning and consuming the unattrac- 
tive and the sinful, until it is radiant with the 
power of God. When people see these 
lives they are forced to exclaim ‘‘ Jehovah, 
he is God.’”? ‘The most convincing proof of 
the existence of a living God to-day is the 
transformed lives of the people who admit 
Christ into their hearts, 

The great question to-day is not whether 
Jehovah is God, Very few deny God’s exist- 
ence, (Psa. 14 1.) The question is, 
‘*Have you chosen him? To reject God 
you have only to neglect him. Perhaps no 
girl would admit that she was serving Baal, 
yet no matter what keeps God from being 
first in your life-sin, self, pleasure, pride, 





| that thing that is the idol you are worshiping, 


God is grievd. Some day sorrow, disap- 
pointment, and losses may come upon you, 
You may cry out to these things that have 
been your idols, but they will not answer 
you. ‘*Seek ye Jehovah while he may be 
found ; call ye upon him while he is near’? 
(Isaiah 55 : 7). ‘*He heareth the prayer of 
the righteous,”’ 


Next Week’s Lesson 

Why did Elijah flee to Horeb ? 

When is it cowardly to flee from danger? 

What teait did Elijah display when he 
fled from Queen Jezebel ? 

Is it right to have the ** blues ’”’ ? 

What causes them? 

Ilow can the ** blues ”’ be dispelled ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


% 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


E BEGAN this lesson by putting on 
the board a statement of conditions 
in Israel atthis time. Teacher would 

ask a question and the fellow that could an- 





swer it got to write it on the board, ‘This is 
what we found out: 
KING. . AHAB 
CAPITAL . SAMARIA 
CONDITION. . IDOLATRY 
PUNISHMENT . FAMINE 
PROPHET. . ELIJAH 











The first home question was Bert’s: ** How 
long did the drought last?’’? - Mr. Mason 
showed him Friday night how to find the 
references, and he said it lasted three and a 
half years (Luke 4:25; Jas. 5: 17). Of 
course by that time everything was dried up 
and there was a terrible famine. 

Finally Elijah left the widow’s house and 
went down to Samaria to see Ahab. I was 
the one appointed to tell about that. Ahab 
was mad enough to eat Elijah up, and just 
gave him fits about the famine, but Elijah 
says: ‘* Don’t blame me. It’s your miser- 
able sins that brought the drought.”’ (1) 

Mr. Mason says the same thing goes on 
to-day. The whiskey crowd blames the 
prohibitionists for all the trouble over wet 
and dry elections and the law violation cases 
in court, but the real cause of all the fuss is 
the sin of the liquor traffic, and the trouble 
will never stop till the prophets of booze 
(yes, and the profits, too) are put down. 





Carl had that home question about Elijah’s 
advice. He said the old prophet showed 






ee 
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Restores Vitality 


Loss of appetite, sleeplessness, 
bodily weakness and depression 
show a lowered vitality, due to 
exhaustion of the body’s supply 
of phosphates. Recover vigor 
and vitality by taking 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 


i Keep a bottle in your home | 


them what fools they were to make believe 
to be Jehovah’s people and yet worship Baal. 
Ife told them to decide which was right and 
then be one thing or the other instead of 
wolbling along like a blind man with one 
foot on the sidewalk andthe other in the 
gutter (18 : 21). (2) 

Teacher says there are lots of ‘*halters”’ 
nowadays who know they ought to be Chris- 
tians or ought to give up some bad habit, 
butt yet keep right on as they are. He be- 
lieves the only fellow that wins is the one 
with backbone enough to do what he knows 
is right. 

Kulldog explained that maybe somebody 
asked Elijah how they could be sure which 
was the true God. Elijah dared them to a 
praying match, and whichever God answered 
would be the one to believe in. They were 
to fix up two sacrifices, all but the fire, and 
then pray for their God to light it for them. 

Bert said those Baal fellows might have 
known they couldn’t win at that game. But 
Mr. Mason explained that probably they 
didn’t believe that Elijeh could, either, and 
they thought if they just showed the most 
earnestness, when neither sacrifice got burned 
up, they would still be ahead. (3) 

Fred described how they prayed. Sounded 
like the description of an Indian war-dance, 
They kept it up most all day till Elijah finally 
poked fun at them and told them they was 
alogether too quiet. 

Bumps had the best part to tell, how Elijah 
won out. He began at three o’clock in the 
afternoon at the hour when the priests always 
sacrificed and prayed in the temple. 

To show what the altar was like, Bumps 
had brought twelve blocks that his little 
brother got last Christmas, Teacher put 
him up to do it. He said Elijah took twelve 
stones, one for each tribe. Then Bumps 
piled up the blocks, four in a tier and three 
tiers high, and that made an altar. (4) 

Mr. Mason pointed out on the map where 
Mt. Carmel! is, and showed us tle lesson 
picture of the very place on the mountain 
where the altars stood. 

Bumps explained about the ditch and how 
Elijah soaked everything with water so those 
Bailites couldn’t say afterward that it was a 
trick. Then he prayed; not like the false 
prophets, but quiet, calm, full of faith, just 
asking God to show the people who to be- 
lieve in. Teacher says all our prayers ought 
to be like that—simple, sincere, and for just 
what we want. 

‘Then down came a big flash of lightning 
and burned up beef, wood, rocks, dirt, and 
water, just like lightning will, you know. 

Mr. Mason asked if there any clouds at 
the time and showed from verses 43, 44 that 
God must have sent this lightning, or what- 
ever it was, right out of the clear sky for this 
special purpose. It didn’t just happen. 

We talked about how the people had to 
believe after that, and how Elijah killed all 
those false prophets who had led the people 
into sin, and would do it again if they lived. 

Fatty was last, telling about how Elijah 
prayed down a big rain. Ahab had fixed a 
feast there on the mountain, in honor of 
whichever God won. So they all ate and 
drank to Jehovah. But Elijah went up and 
prayed forrain. Six times he didn’t get any 
answer, but the seventh time clouds began 
to roll up and they had a regular chariot race 
all the way back to Samaria to keep from 
being drowned by the cloudburst. 

Carl wanted to know if it did any good 
now to pray for rain, and Bulldog said sure 








1See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes.” page 488 in 


this issue. 
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it does. God might not send it right away, 
any more than he did to Elijah, but it isn’t 
any harder for God to send rain than to send 
anything else, 

Teacher told a great story about how God 
sent a tornado just in time to stop a mob of 
heathen from killing a missionary named 
John G, Paton, and said we needn’t be afraid 
to trust God, only we must let him have the 
say-so. He knows best. 

Questions for next time are: 


What threat did Jezebel make against 
Elijah ? 

Where did Elijah flee to? 

Why was Horeb called the Mount of God ? 

What had become of all God’s prophets ? 

What three signs of power did God show 
Elijah? 

In what four ways did God encourage 
Elijah ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Lesson Truths. 
It is sin that makes trouble. 
The mistake of halting between right and 
wrong. 
Praver should be simple and direct. 
God does answer prayer. 
Beginning. 
Who was king of Israel at this time ? 
Where was his capital ? 
What was the moral condition ? 
What punishment had God sent? 
Who was the prophet? 
(Blackboard. ) 


Questions. 

How long did the drought last? 

Tell of Elijah’s meeting with Ahab? 

What charge did Ahab bring ? 

What was Elijah's answer? 

Who are the real causers of trouble now? 

What advice did Elijah give the people ? 

How do people halt between right and wrong 
to-day ? 

What test did Elijah propose ? 

Why did the false prophets accept such a 
test? 

How did the Baal prophets pray ? 

At what time did Elijah begin his part? 

What was his altar like? (Twelve blocks, 
map, picture. ) 

Why did Elijah soak everything with water? 

What does the fire from* heaven seem like? 

Were there any clouds at this time ? 

What was the effect on the people? 

Why did Elijah kill the false prophets ? 

Why did Ahab have a feast there ? 

How many times did Elijah pray for rain? 

Does it do any good to pray for rain now? 
(Story of John G. Paton.) 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











HIS week, as I write, I have received a 
letter written by a young Scottish hero 
who has since laid down his life for his 

country in one of the awful attacks at the 
Dardanelles. It was the last he ever wrote 
and there is on that account the more pathos 
attending his words. ‘* The time here,’’ he 
says, ‘*is roughly two hours in advance of 
Edinburgh time and I cannot tell you with 
what joy I am able to associate myself with 
you. I remember on the night of our land- 
ing and when the enemy was making a fierce 
attempt to drive us all back into the sea, I 
was able by means of a rapid calculation to 
tell that it would be about 11 p.m, at home 
and I knew that it would just be about the 
time when you would be engaging in family 
worship. I, of course, knew (and was glad 
too) that you would be unaware of the precise 
circumstances of my position at the time, but 
what a strength I received while lying there 
under a perfect hail of bullets because once 
more I felt that your prayers were being heard 
and answered.’’ Whata tribute to the power 
of the Family Altar! 





August 30 to September § 


Mon.—1 King’s 18: 15-29. Elijah’s Challenge. 

It was because Elijah had been ‘* before 
the Lord ’’ that he could issue such a chal- 
lenge. 
not fail him. God never does, and never 
will, under any circumstances fail a man who 
trusts him utterly. We must not miss the 
appeal which the lesson makes to us. Are 
we hesitating in our decision? Are we fol- 
lowing the Lord fully? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that all be- 
lievers may be kept from sin and that in 
their daily walk they may be preserved pure, 





| are persecuted for righteousness. 
Well did he know the Lord would | 


Seek grace to glorify Christ in the exercise 
of the common virtues of morality. Pray 
for all hesitating, halting, and wavering 
ones. 
Tues.—1 King’s 18 : 30-39. 

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal. 

The false prophets were unable to create 
the spark which would have set the fagots 
ablaze. Notwithstanding all their wild rav- 
ings and frantic performances the appeal to 
their sun-god was in vain. What a contrast 
is the quiet, sober, assured prayer of Elijah. 
The fire still waits for such faith to bring it 
down, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: What a blessing 
a Holy Spirit ministry is! Shall we not 
seek to-day that the fire of God may fall 
upon all his servants, and that like Isaiah 
their lips shall be fire-touched, making their 
messages glowandburn? Pray tobemadea 
burning and a shining light in every sphere 
of life. 

Wed.—1 Kings 18: 41-46. The Drought Relieved. 

What a difference between Ahab and Eli- 
jah! ‘* Ahab went up to eat and to drink.. 
And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel.’’ 
Some men are satistied if only they can eat 
and drink, without regard for aught else. 
The men who can bring the cloud are those 
who know how to go up, kneel down, and 
look out. God’s weary heritage will be re- 
freshed when his people pray importunately. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that kindness 
may be shown to all dumb animals, God 
has given to human beings an intelligence 
which animals do not possess, thus giving 
great responsibility, Ask to be made wise in 
the worthy use of all faculties and powers 
of our being. 


Thurs.—James 5: 12-20. Elijah a Man of Prayer. 

The prophet’s prayer was definite, fervent, 
continuous, and effectual, Anyone ofuscan 
imitate Elijah, for prayer 1s an instrument put 
into the hands of every child of God. Let us 
use it, Even the young may know its power. 
A little child was busy with his lessons, and 
they were more than he could manage; the 
tears came and he burst out weeping. The 
lather soon came to him, and said, ‘‘ Laddie, 
does crying help you with your lessons ?”’ 
The little fellow replied, ‘* No, but crying 


brings some one that helps me.’’ That is 
just what prayer does for us. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the two 
hundred and ninety millions of India’s 
population, For her fifty-seven million 
Mohammedans, two hundred and seven 
million Hindus, besides the Sikhs, Jains, 
Parsees, and Nestorians. .dndia is calling 
for some one to come and break her chains. 
Fri.—Psalm 18: 6-17. 

God's Approach in the Storm. 

Darkness and storm do not prevent God. 
The densest gloom may be his tent and pa- 
vilion. Prayer will unloose the forces of 
heaven and God will ride forth in the majesty 
of the whirlwind when the trusting soul puts 
itself in his hand. That was a quaint and 
sober remark of one who said: ‘If I must 
have an enemy let him not be a man of prayer 
or he will soon get the better of me by call- 
ing his God into the quarrel.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Do you not feel 
how greata help prayer is? And yet how 
easy to relax our efforts. Pray that you 
may pray, and not faint, Let us intercede 
Sor every worker throughout God's church. 


Sat.—Exodus 19: 16-25. The Flame from Sinai. 

Who could endure the sight of that devour- 
ing flame? The term ‘‘fiery’’ is expressive 
of Divine holiness, ‘‘ Our God is a consum- 
ing fire,’’ intolerant of evil in thought, word, 
and deed. ‘* Who among us can dwell with 
the devouring fire?’’? Only in Christ has any 
man the fitness for dwelling with him. He 
can take us into the heart of the fire where 
we abide safely. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Jf we are Christ’s 
we areidentified with him in theworla’s suf= 
ferings. Let us pray for persecuted Jews, 
Armenians, and Stundists, Remember also 
the hidden sorrows of Christ's followers who 
It is thus 
we may have fellowship with him. 


Sun.—Hebrews 12 : 18-29. The 
Flame from the Heavenly Jerusalem. 


That flame is for the perfecting and pro. 
tecting of God’s people. Ina continental 
city the regalia are not kept behind iron bars, 
as in the Tower of London, but lie upon an 
open table. Yet no man dare lay his hand 
on one, because that table is charged with a 
strong current of electricity. You cannot see 
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Save your 
baby from 
disease and 
sickness that 
come from wron 
feeding. Give him tha 
Pure, safe food that will 
make himwelland hai 
py—Gail Borden Eagle 
Brand Condensed Milk. 
In every can of “ le 
Brand” there is health 
and strength for your 
Made from pure, 


do is add freshly boiled 
water and give it 
to your baby. 



























the protection, yet there it is. The fire pre- 
serves His saints and flames forth against his 
enemies, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Let those of us who 
are parents pray for the conversion of our 
children while they are of tender years. If 
we lose our children at seven we shall not 
likely win them at seventeen, Let us take 
hold of God for them now, 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


296. To what nation did David entrust his 
father and mother when he was pur- 
sued by Saul, how was he related to 
this nation, and how did he afterward 
treat them when he became king ? 

297. What was the right of the first-born ? 


298. What Psalm contains the names of five 
different animals ? 


299. How could a disobedient son be pun- 
ished under Mosaic law ? 
300. What was the Mosaic law in regard to 


birds’ nests ? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


291. The miracle of changing his staff into a 
serpent, the miracle of the leprous 
hand, and the miracle of transforming 
water into blood, which Moses was 
given the power to perform as signs of 
mission (Exod. 4 : 1-9). 

292. Job in the agony of disease and be- 
reavement (Job 3 : 1-6). 

293. In Job under the names of behemoth 
and leviathan (Job 40 : 15-24; 41: I- 
343 39 : 9-12). 

294. **And though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shali 
I see God’’ (Job 19 : 26). 


295. Job (Job 19 : 23, 24). 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Books for 
Sunday-school Workers 


Each book treats of a distinct phase of Sunday- 
school work, and is written by an expert. ‘Ihe books 
are uniform in size and style; some are bound with 
limp covers, some with stiff boar 
1. The City Sunday-School 

Its Work, Growth, Possibilities. By Frank L. 
Brown, Brooklyn, N.Y. 25 cents, net, postpaid 
2. The Sunday-School and the Pastor 
By John T. Faris. 25 cents, net, postpaid 
3. The Sunday-School and the Home 
By Frank L. Brown, Brooklyn, N. ¥ 


net, postpaid. 

4, The Primary Department | : 
By Ethel J. Archibald Five illustrations 50 
cents, net, postpaid. 

5. The Home Department of To-Day 
By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 25 cents, net, post- 
paid. 

6. Sunday-School Records, Reports and 
Recognitions 
By the late E. A. Fox, General Secretary of 
the Kentucky Sunday-school Association 5° 
cents, net, postpaid. 

7. The Beginners’ Department 
By Angelina W. Wray, author of “ Jeanne 
Mitchell’s School.” 50 cents, net, postpaid 

8. Knowing and Teaching the Scholar 
By the Rev A. F. Schauffler, D.D., Chairman 
of the International Lesson Committee 50 

cents, net, postpaid 
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25 cents, 


TIMES COMPANY 





1031 Walnut Street, . Philadelphia, Pa 














LESSON FOR SEPT. 5 (1 Kings 18 : 16-40) 


The Fourth Side of the Square 
(Continued from page 483) 


«‘Oh, wretched man!’’ I could not help 
exclaiming, ‘there you are within the very 
doors of your Father’s house, and yet perish- 
ing with hunger! Have you never been 
over yonder to see the Palace of the Great 
King! Come, leave your wretched hole, and 
together we will go and learn what it is to 
live.”’ 

‘*No; I cannot go,” he replied; ‘‘ those 
things are not for me. You are very kind, 
but new friends are not like old, and I must 
not separate myself any farther from these. 
And if I should, how could I hope to induce 
them to come in ere ?”’ 

Poor man! Iwas compelled to leave him 
where he was, wondering as I did how he 
could ever hope to induce any of his old 
companions, by a sight of his present condi- 
tion, to enter the Kingdom of Heaven! 

As I went along, I courteously inquired of 
a lean man in seedy garments, who came out 
of one of the hovels near by and was walking 
in my direction, how it happened that he and 
so many others were living where they were 
when the whole Kingdom was open to them. 

‘Those places are not for the likes of us,”’ 


he said. ‘* We have a visit from the King 
occasionally. He passes through onr street, 


and we all turn out, men, women, and chil- 
dren, and bow before him and worship. Of 
course he invites us to come and live nearer 
him. But we do not want to impose on his 
great kindness. Then, too, we do not want 
to get far from our Union Market Place, 
which we are just now approaching,.”’ 


HAD failed to notice that the character 
of the street was changing, the houses | 
growing fewer, the shops and places of 

amusement more numerous. In the heart 
of the business district we came to a corner, 
from which, to my surprise, I noted that 
one of the cross streets ran directly through 
the wall of the Kingdom. Not wishing to 
venture a step beyond the wall, I looked 
through the archway, and saw that three 
streets converged on the other side, all of 
. them business streets, more intensely so—- 
three of them. at least—than that on which 
I was standing. The name of the first was 
Pleasure; of the second, Riches; of the 
third, Fame. ‘And I perceived at once that 
all these kingdoms had business and social 
relations with the inhabitants of at least this 
part of the Kingdom of Heaven, The close 
population of this district was no longer a mys- 
tery, though it still remained an amazement. 
Again wandering out of the business | 
street, I ran across a tiny cottage just at the 
base of a little hill. As I drew near, a little 
old lady came out of the cottage, and was | 
about to climb the hill, in a slow and painful 
manner, when I called to her and asked her 
if I could not assist her. She seemed glad | 
of my help, and we soon reached the top, 
from which a broad expanse of country pre- 
sented itself. Seating herself on the summit, | 
the old lady sighed deeply and said, ‘* Look 
yonder! Do you see those great trees, and | 
that golden dome set among them? That is 
the Palace of the Great King. Oh, how beau- | 
tiful it is, and how happy must they be who 
are permitted to live near him and see him 
every day! Each day when the air is clear 
I toil my way up here to have a look off 
toward that happy place, and here I thank 
God that he has permitted me to come into 
his Kingdom, and that he made it possible 
for me to build my humble cottage at the 











foot of this hill, so that I could often see the | 


golden dome of the Palace. Some day, after 
this life is over, ] shall be with the King.”’ | 


‘* But, madam,’ I. cried, ‘*why do you | 


not live near him now? Why do you not 
leave this tiny cottage and this far-oft view ? 
Do you not know that you can live right be- 
side him and see him daily ?”’ 


mt KNOW that there are those to whom 
that is given,’’ she replied ; ¢‘ but it is 
not for me. Sometimes I have set out 
in that direction ; but as night drew near my 
courage failed, and I felt it was presumption 
in me to think of such a thing: so I have 
always come back to the cot at the foot of the 
hill. It is not.for me, not for me!*’ 
again she sighed long and deeply. 

I tried hard to persuade her to come with 
me, as I was going in that direction ; but 
she shook her head sadly, saying, ‘‘ Not for 
me; not for me!”’ 

Reluctantly I left her, and pressed on, 
this time toward the Palace. The character 
of the houses rapidly improved as I went, 
but still remained very small and plain. At 


| my presence ?’”’ 


And | 


the door of one of these I heard a man scold- 
ing his wife roundly, and loudly as well. 
When hesaw me, he looked ashamed, and at- 
tempted to apologize on the ground that he 
was born with a bad temper and that his 
parents had not treated him wisely. I was 
bold enough to venture upon the confidence 
just given me to ask him if the temper was 
the reason why he was living there, instead 
of nearer the Palace. 

** Why, I had not thought of it in just that 
way before; but I suppose it is.”’ 

** Well,’’ said I, ‘* I am a stranger to you 
and to this Kingdom ; but, judging from what 
I have been told, the way to get rid .of that 
temper is to go and live right next door to 
the Palace. . 


FEW doors farther on, I saw a dejected 
looking man, crooning to a baby, but 
deeply absorbed in his own reflections, 

He looked so sad that I asked if I could do 
anything for him. He answered: ‘*O 
wretched man that Iam; who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death? You have 
no idea how fearfully I sinned in my youth. 
God has forgiven me, and given me a home 
in his Kingdom; but I can never be free 
from the thought of those sins. I am too vile 
to venture near the Palace.”’ 

** But,”’ said I, ** was not God’s pardon a 
full one, and did he not say to you that, in 
spite of it all, ‘all things are yours,’ and you 
are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s? Did he 
not invite and urge you to make your home 
nearer to him? Are you making right re- 
turn for his lovingkindness and tender mercy 
in remaining thus away from him? Are you 
not really saying to him, ‘You gave me but 
half a pardon: you still remember my sins 
against me; so I will not trouble you with 


** Why, I believe you are right!’ he cried, 
with a new light in his eyes. ‘* We’ll move 
up to-morrow.” 

On I went, joyful myself, not merely in 
the increasing beauties everywhere about 
me, but in the thought that I had brought 
comfort to another. When night fell, I 
turned into an empty house, which I found 
furnished and supplied. I slept well, and 
awakened refreshed. As I was break fast- 
ing, the thought entered my mind: ‘* This 
is a very comfortable place, with plenty to 
eat and drink, and all things needful: why 
not stop here for a time? It is rather pre- 
sumptuous to be rushing on to the Palace 
only the second day after entering the gate. 
‘Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall.’ Those best things near the 
Palace are surely reserved for old residents ; 
and there cannot be room for many. More- 
over, to whom much is given, of him will not 
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[ Children at Home 





How the Colt Got His Name 
By Marion Hawley Morse 


(Twelve years of age) 


HE colt kicked up his heels and went 
galloping around his mother, who 
stood near by eating grass. He was 

the best colt Mr. Crestville had ever had,— 
jet black, with a white star in the middle of 
his forehead, But he had no name. 

It was the fifteenth of June, and the colt 
was two years old, Robert Crestville, ten 
years old, had been helping his fafher all 
day, and was hot and tired. Although it 
was rather late, he thought he would go for 
a ride in the pasture before supper and get 
cooled off. He jumped on the black colt’s 
back and cantered out across the fields, 

They had gone a good way from the house 
when the colt stumbled. Robert felt him- 
self sliding, and caught the colt’s mane, 
He had just recovered his balance when the 
colt stepped in a woodchuck hole, and this 
time threw him over his head, And when 
Robert tried to raise himself he found he 
could not, 

A soft muzzle rubbed against Robert’s 
face. He looked up at the slender head of 
the two-year-old, raised his hand, and 
stroked the glossy neck. ‘* Good old boy,’’ 
said he, ‘‘it wasn’t your fault, it is a won- 
der you didn’t break your leg instead of 
mine.”’ 

Then Robert called and called for help, 
but no help canie ; and he realized that he 
was too far from the house to be heard. 

He noticed that it was growing dark, 
must get help. 


He 
He put his hands into his 
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pockets to see if he had a whistle, but all he 
could find was a stub of a pencil and an old 
envelope. Suddenly an idea came into his 
head. He took the envelope, wrote on the 
back, ‘‘Help! I am in the corner of the 
cow pasture by the big pine,’’ and fastened 
the envelope to the colt’s bridle. 

‘*You must be my messenger-boy, and 
take this home as quickly as you can,’’ said 
Robert, and gave the colt a slap; glad to 
be free, he went galloping home. 

Mr. Crestville had been in the field all 
day, and he was just getting ready to go to 
the house when he saw the colt galloping 
down the pasture riderless. He tried his 
best to catch him, and could not. But as 
the colt reared and dashed by he saw the 
envelope fastened to the bridle, and he also 
saw ‘‘Help’’ written in large letters. 

Mr. Crestville ran to the barn, where he 
knew the colt would stop. There in his 
own stall he saw the colt standing quietly. 
Mr. Crestville now read the rest of the note, 
and called some of the farm hands to go with 
him to the cow pasture for Robert. 

All this time Robert lay quite still by the 
big pine in the corner of the pasture,—so 
still, in fact, that one venturesome squirrel 
ran over his foot. But suddenly the squirrel 
went scampering up a tree, for across the 
pasture came Mr, Crestville and the farm 
hands, 

Fhey carried Robert back to the farm 
house and sent for a doctor. After the doc- 
tor had seen Robert’s leg he said that it was 
not broken, and that it would soon be all 
right. 

When Mr. Crestville had been told the 
whole story, and how Robert had made the 
colt his messenger-boy, he said, ‘* Robert, 
don’t you think that * Messenger-boy ’ would 
be a good name for the colt ?”’ 

‘* The very thing,’’ cried Robert. 

So that is how the colt got his name. 


CyNwypD, PA. 
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much be required ?’’ While I was solilo- | 
quizing, I stepped out on the porch, and | 


| who should come by but my little old lady of 


the cot by the hill, leaning on her staff; not | 


| far off the bad-tempered man and his wife, 


and close behind them the man who had 
resolved to ‘*move up to-morrow,’’ with | 
wife and baby. 


than the dest in the Kingdom of Heaven, I | 

caught up my hat and was out on the street, | 

| offering my arm to the old lady; and our | 
little party went on its way to find the ‘All | 
‘Things ’’ promised by the Great King. 


ETTER and better grew the road, and it | 

was marvelous how quickly even the | 
aged feet were enabled to cover the | 
| ground, It seemed almostas if we could mount 
| up with wings as eagles, could run and not 
| be weary, could walk and not faint. Flowers 
| bloomed in infinite variety by the roadside ; 
| birds of rarest plumage and sweetest song 
charmed eye and ear. Rippling streams of 
| living water coursed by the way or darted 
| under rustic bridges across our path. More 
| and more attractive grew the houses nestling 
| among the verdant foliage. Abounding life 
| was in the air that we breathed; joy more 
| 
| 


and more took possession of our hearts; 
song welled to our lips. 

Suddenly, unexpectedly,—for we had not 
dreamed that we were so near,—the glory 
of the Palace burst upon our gaze. We 
| found ourselves within the grounds, with no 
guard to warn us of our trespass. Nay, 
wonder of wonders, there came shining ones 
to greet us and to lead us into the very Pal- | 
ace itself. And here were glorious apart- 
ments prepared for us close beside those of | 
the King, who had himself come to welcome | 
us to eternal fellowship with him, with joy- 
ous smile and the exultant cry. 4/e thing: 
are yours, for vouare mine and Iam Gou’s. 


PEKING, CHINA. 





Praying to be forgiven even | 
| the thought of contenting myself with less | 


to 1,000 Sunday-school 


popular, 
ing all 
cut this 


Appreciative 
Teachers 


We recently sent post cards similar to the one below 


judging from the acceptances, that we are ask- 
subscribers to The Sunday School Times to 
card out of their paper and hand or mail it to 
one who is not yet a subscriber. 


teachers. The offer proved so 
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[POST CARD—REVERSE SIDE) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 WALNUT ST.,. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


You may enter my name for a three-weeks’ free trial of The Sunday School 
Times, with the understanding that if at the end of the test | subscribe for The 
Sunday School Times for a year, and send the subscription of a friend for a year 
with my subscription, | may have without charge any book or books from your 
catalogued publications not exceeding a combined list price of 50 cents. Your 
paper is not to be sent to my address after three weeks unless |. so order. 








FREE FOR THE ASKING 
Enough specimen copies of any [0 er ee ee eee a ar a. 
one issue to supply teachers and 
ee in your sc |. Just say 
ee yD ee eee ee ee ee ee ot 

















** Where Feuds Raged in the Kentucky Hills” 


will be included in this three-weeks’ trial. It is a story of what 
conquered the feuds in a once notorious county in Kentucky. 
James M. Stifler, well known to Sunday School Times readers, 
tells the story as it ought to be told, because he has met the man 
who is its hero. 





The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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(Lesson for Sept. 5) Aug. 21, 1915 





The time is now here to 
prepare for a successful 


Rally 
Day 


We will send you for exami- 
nation a selection of services, 
to be returned within fifteen 
days. (Remit § cents a copy 
for any you retain.) This offer 
does not apply to cantatas, mo- 
tion songs, recitation books,etc. 








For services, cantatas, mo- 
tion songs, and recitations pub- 
lished by Hall-Mack, Lorenz, 
Tullar-Meredith, Hood, Jude- 
finds, Geibel, Praise Publish- 
ing Company, and all others, 
consult us. 


An illustrated circular listing 
the newest supplies for Rally 
Day will be sent upon request. 





THE 


Griffith & Rowland Press 


1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











~ RALLY DAY MUSIC 


The Joy of Service ond Saerincendente. 4 


cents each, 55 cents the dozen. Contains exer- 
cises and recitations. 

A cantata for any sea- 
Crowning the Queen son. Use it now’ as @ 
* for which it is intended. 





money-getter,’ Send for 


returnable sample. 
HALL-MACK CO., 1018-20 Arch Street, Phila. 
F. kK, Hathawe ay, West. - Agt., 425 S. WwW abs ash, Chicago. ago. 


MAKE RALLY DAY 


RECRUITING 
Our New ** Phe New Recruits ” 


19gts Service 





provides a complete program of songs, exercises, etc., | 


in which all departments of the school combine to 


make the Sunda ay School a * Recruiting Station’ on 
Rally Day. FREE sample mailed on request to 
S$. S. Supts., Pastors, or chairmen of Music Com. 


265 W. 36th St.. New York 


Tullar-Meredith C0. 14 W. Weshington St., Chicago 


Married! 
Rally Day «> Promotion Day 


Many new and useful Helps to make it a great and 

happy day. Send 50 cents for big bunch of "samples. 

It not worth the money to you—you retund the pack- 
the cash! 





| joy.’’ A great task with him was a thing to 
| be rejoiced over, 


| which he gave was his own self, 


age and: refund | 
a ; g¢ Company, Indianapolis,Indiana 








/ES°NO MANOR INN 


OP! t= Ss iE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Summit Sta. D. L. & W. R. R. 

Us 88 4 yg ope ; 1,800 feet above sea 

ev’ 





brs 


on T 


finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tai 3 Pater and Friendly environment ; pri- 
val ae hilarating golf, tennis and bowling ; 
aw fo" fine stone ‘roads. J.W. Hurley, Mgr, 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which— Fc or or- 
gan. Williams Piano &Organ Co.,Dept. ', Chicago 














CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
Does YOUR Church use this 
cleanly and sanitary method? 
nd for log and special 
offer. Outfits on trial. 
THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO. BorS LIMA, OHIO 











Vy. fer cleaning and lishing automobiles 
- and furniture. Send for free sam P- 
A! wines Chemical Mfg. Co., Meadville, 
~ When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





MONG all the men w ’ 
with him in the exploration of Central 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 5, I1915 


Throw Yourself into Your Task 
(Rom. 12: 11, Consectation meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—‘To-day our opportunity (Eccl. 9 : 
10). 

‘ues. —Christ's enthusiasm (John 2: 13-17). 

WED.— Mistaken zeal (1 Kings 18 : 21-29). 

‘THURS. —Zeal for souls (1 Cor. g : 18-27). 

FRI.—An enthusiast (Matt. 3 : 1-6). 

Sat.—The true spirit (Eph. 6 : 5-8). 











What is the advantage of whole-hearted 
work? 

What is the effect of doing things weakly on 
the character? 

How shall we deal with the task of being a 
Christian? 


worked 


who had 
Africa, Stanley esteemed none more 
than Glave. ‘*Ile was one of the men,’’ 
said Stanley, ‘‘ who relished a task for its 
bigness and greeted hard labor with a fierce 

’ 
a chance to draw more 
deeply upon himself in the interest of a work 
to be done. 
% 


Our Lord was one who wrought not with 
tools or things but with himself. The bread 
which he brought for the world was his own 
flesh which he would give for its life. He 
was the way, the light, the door. The gift 
And those 
who saw him marked the intensity and com- 
pleteness of his action. The zeal of his 
work consumed him, Food and rest could 
be foregone, but his’ work must be done. 
The motto which one might write over his 
life is the sentetice inserfbéd over the library 
fireplace in the bungalow which Kipling 











built for his American home at Brattleboro, 
| Vermout, ‘¢ The night cometh, when no man 
can work,’’ And we need to turn to John 
9 : 4 and read the rest of the verse. 


% 
‘** Let us go forth, and resolutely dare, 
With sweat of brow to toil our little day! 

And if a tear fall on the task of care, 

In memory of those spring hours past away, 

Brush it not by ! 

Our hearts to God ! to brother-men 

Aid, Labour, Blessing, Prayer !"’ 

% 

Men’s temperaments differ. Some are 
naturally buoyant, hopeful, contagious. In- 
stinctively others are moved to follow them. 
But this is not the only kind of leadership. | 
‘There are others who have no such natural | 
buoyancy, who nevertheless have a will to 
do their duty, and this power, independent | 
of mood or circumstances, is the greater 
power, This steady and unquenchable zeal 
springing from within and fed from unseen | 
fountains can subdue outward things and | 
can not be subdued by them, 


% 


** All may save Self :—but minds that heaven- 
ward tower 
Aim at a wider power, — 
Gifts on the world to shower :— 
And this is—not at once—by fastings gain'’d 
And trials well sustain'd 
By pureness, righteous deeds and toils ot 





ove, 

Abidance in the truth and zeal for God above.”’ 

b 

Others are most likely to remember those 
who forget themselves. This is one of those 
facts of life which by its very nature cannot 
be made a motive of action. 

If our task is not worth our life, we ought 
to add to it another that is. 


‘IT am young. happy and free ! 
I can devote myself, I have a life 
To give.”’ 
New York CIty. 
“ 


** How to Speak Without Notes” is a clear, 
brief, practical address by Robert E. Speer, 
one of the strongest, most experienced public 
speakers of our time. It may be had for 20 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila. 








Rally 


Day 


TO SECURE A BANNER ATTENDANCE 





Helps 





Send Five Cents for Com, 
and Examine Articles 


isec*Brdarins” | 








Rally Day Invitation Post Cards 
(Lithographed in Colors) 
For the use of superintendents and teachers in 
their efforts to increase the attendance and se- 
cure new members. Price, 60 cents a hun- 
dred, or $2.75 for five hundred, postpaid. 
(Assorted as desired.) 


ORDER BY FORM AND NUMBER 
rm 6.—For the Adult Bible Class, with 

‘the en blen of the movement in color, contain- 
ing 4 printed invitation. 

orm 7.—Same design as Form 6, but with- 
out any printed invitation, 

Form 16.—A unique card showing chil- 
dren. Containing a printed invitation. 


Form 18.—Same design as Form 16, but 
without any printed invitation, so that you 
can have your own invitation printed at 

Form 17.—Keproduction in colors o 
reverse side. 

Form 19.—Same design as Form 17, but without any printed invitation, so that you can have your 
own invitation printed at your own expense, 





our own expense. 
an autumn landscape. Containing a printed invitation on 








Form 16, with Printed D.essage korm 18, Piain 


















white letters. 


DON’T FAIL TO 
inches (like 


BE PRESENT 
wise). 


tering leng 





“Made of best blue felt with 
Size, 12 x 24 
illustration). 
Price, 25 cents each, post- 
paid. Size, 15x36 inches (let- 

rh Price, f nis 
40 cents each, postpaid. 


New 
Felt 
Banner- 
ettes 


To be used inse- 
curing a banner 
attendance on 
Rally Day. Fur- 

hed with long 
brass pins for at- 



















Printed in 


Rally Day. 


@ 1,000, postpaid. 


New Rally Day =f 25), irss.sostts, 
Poster Stamp 


colors. 
used on your Rally Day Invitations, and also on all 
your Sunday school correspondence from now on until 
They will act as constant reminders of 
this important day. Price, 50 cents a 100, or $4.50 


taching to the cloth- 
rice, 4 cents 







postpaid. 
These 








stamps could be 


D 
A 





tions 


ON RALLY DAY; 


5 with Night Letter 
Night Letters, Envelopes to Match 
Use Blehe he Letters in sending your Rally Day Invita- 
3lanks with or without printed message. 
80 cents a 100, or $3.75 for 500, postpaid. 






Price, 





New York, 156 Fifth Ave. 
Nashville, 415 Church 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon aay = 
_, 509 S. Wabash Ave. 


St. 
San Francisco, si Sutter St.~ Pittsburgh, 204 Fulton 


incinnati, 420 Elm St. 
Louis, 313 N 10th St. 
‘Buitding- 

















GORDON 


A Bible Institute of College Grade 


Departments of Theology, Missions, Methods. 
curriculum. 
ognized specialists. 

or college and non-college men and women. 
for cz atalog and correspondence, 


Broad 
Faculty of distinguished leaders and rec- 
Interdenominational, evangelical. 
Address 
Dean Nathan R. 





Wood, Gordon Bible nstitute, Boston, Mass. 








Preparation for 
Social and Religious Service 
The Schauffler Missionary Training School 


prepares young women of American and foreign 
parentage for social and religious service amon 

their own people ; also for pastors’ secretaries, an 

the various forms of institutional church work. 
Correspond with the Principal, 








Mrs. MaryW. Mills,5111 PFowlerAve.,S.E. ,Cleveland,O. 





MARY BALDWIN SEMINARY "sicnntcsya's* 


Term begins Sept. gth, 1915. Located in the Shenan- 
doah Valley of Virginia. Unsurpassed climate. Modern 
appointments. Students the past session from 33 
States. Terms moderate. Pupils enter any time. Send 


for catalogue. Miss E. C. WEIMAR, Principal. 





OME-MAKING, THE NEW PROFessigg.” iss is a 100-pp. il- 
lustrated handbook—it’ Home study 
Domestic Sctence courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, soz W. 69th St., Cu1caGo, ILL. 





DEGREE « COURSES AT HOME in Theology and 


Philosoph atalog. Write C. J. Burton, 
President Os | College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 





‘(A ‘One Book Library’ for 
Sunday-School Workers ’’ 








‘How to Conduct 


a Sunday-School 


By MARION LAWRANCE 


Secretary t Av’ International Sunday 
hool Association. 
Rewritten' and Revised. Mew edition. 
‘Thoroughly up-to-date. 

‘** He is a wise worker who will adaf? as 
well as adofi what he reads. These 
pages are filled with details, specific 
and practical, for which a host of 
workers have longed and prayed. 
The book gives the cream of life-long 
experience and observation. It will 
become a text-book for instruction 
and reference in many a Sunday- 
school, institute, assembly, college 
and seminary. In its concrete details 
lies its unique and practical service. 
Every superintendent, teacher, pas- 
tor, officer should own it.” 


$1.25 postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Philadelphia, crea 21, 1915 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada, These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 

8 1.00 separate pry Tes or in a pack- 

age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 

$1 50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00. 

* One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional will or nicees 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
of The Sunday School Times Company. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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